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_ Edgar R. Hon 
November 1997 


This account of our line of the surname is based on the results of 
seven years of family history research by the author. The effort covers 
seven continuous generations, and stretches back 240 years in time to 
when our country was under the rule of Great Britain. The sources of 
information are of the usual kind: census and tax records, deeds for 
~~. lands, wills and probate inventories, local histories, news clippings, 
- court minutes, and data gathered from artifacts that have survived the 
ravages of time. No small part of the success in assembling this ac- 
count is due to extended family members and friends across the nation 
- who took the time to preserve and share elements of this history. The 
.. author is most grateful for their contributions. 


Summaries of the generations, prepared on Member Ancestor Chart forms 
— of the National Genealogical Society, are included at the end of the 
- Narrative. These were begun early in research and updated over time. 


Among the problems encountered were the lack of good, continuing court 
>. records during the late 1700s and early 1800s; the several variations 

-. in spelling of the surname; the too-often early deaths among male fore- 

bears, thus curbing the potential for transmission of family history 

--- orally or in writing; the early-day once-a-generation migrations to 

-.. the more remote areas of the Frontier making several ancestors hard to 

a find at first; and the religious tenets of at least one generation 

~ that seems to have assured the omission of their names from certain 

~~. public records. The disinterest in family heritage by members of gener- 
ations was observed by the author. 
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The author has inherited no letters or diaries that would shed more 
-light on the lives and times of his ancestors, and has heard very few 
stories or legends about them to pass on to the reader. Indeed, he 
‘hopes that. by making this narrative a public document available to 
family members, friends, and genealogical archives it can contribute 
‘to a larger, more fuller, story of this family, and perhaps can be 
utilized by others in research of their own kin. 
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: PENNSYLVANIA. 


The earliest ancestors found to date by the author are John and Bar- 

~. bara (Miller) Hahn who lived in Manchester Township, York County, Penn- 
-- sylvania. Their names appear in only two kinds of public documents, 
both in consequence of John's death. They have proven to be almost un- 
E identifiable | in other kinds of county records. A professional genea- 
f<"Jogist in York County was employed by the author to research the records 
} of the court and the county historical society, but to little avail. 
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Among the surviving records related to John's death are those of the 
probate process which took place in 1758. In September of that year, 
Barbara signed with an "X" a statement for the court: "T Barbara Hahn 
widow of John Hahn late of Manchester Township York County deceased | 
do hereby renounce my right of administration of the estate of my said 
husband and do request the administration of the said estate may be 
granted to Henry Miller my brother witness my hand and seal at York 
the 23 Sept. 1758."(1) 


After payment of bond to the court, Miller was granted Letters of Ad- 
ministration charging him with making an inventory of the goods and 
possessions of the deceased, and eventually providing the court and 
heirs with an account of his administration. Miller signed the docu- 
ment with an "xX", but a barely readable signature followed by the word 
"sdministrator" appears on the account summary (see copy). He appears 
to have spelled the first name "Wonerich." No attempt has been made by 
the author to do signature matching to obtain more information about 


these Millers. 


As the document copies on the following pages show, an inventory and 
appraisal was taken and recorded in German and a translation to Eng- 
lish was prepared. Variations in surname spelling occur on each: Jhon 
and han (with a lower-case “h")..The author wonders how it came about 
that the York County court used the Hahn spelling if neither Barbara 

nor Henry could spell and others involved in the probate process used 
entirely different forms. There were indeed Hahns in York at the time 
(brothers Michael and John, among them) but no indication has been found 
of a relationship to the person under study. 


Items listed in the inventory can be broken out into groups as follows: 


LIVESTOCK. IMPLEMENTS. 
Two hogs. Two axes. 
One cow. Two sickles. 


One pair of scales. 
Three bells. (Spelled "bels". Probably for. 


WEARING APPAREL. free-range cattle) 


Four shirts. 
Two pairs of old shoes. 
Clothes. (Spelled "Close") 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS. CASH ON HAND AND ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE. 

One iron pot. Ready money: 8 pounds, 10 shillings. 

One pan. Two bonds: 15 pounds. 

One spinning wheel. Money to receive: 8 shillings. 

One table. Notes and book debts: 20 pounds, 14 shill- 
One tub. ings. 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS. (Continued) 


One large tub. 

One churn. 

One chest. 

One bedstead. 

One bed,cradle and little bed. 


The family files of the Historical Society of York County and Keith 

A. Dull's book, Early German Settlers of York County, Pennsylvania, 
provide genealogical and other data on the two persons who signed the 
estate inventory, Philip Ziegler and Henry (Hennerich) Bott.(2) They we 
residents of Manchester Township and appear in a variety of records 
during the second half of the 1700s, as do many members of their im- 
mediate and extended families. Bott, a township constable in 1756, was 
born in 1700. He arrived in the port of Philadelphia in September 1748, 
bringing with him his spouse, the former Anna Maria Christ, whom he mar 
ried in Sonnenberg, Germany. Johan Philip Ziegler, born 1713, was the 
son of Georg Philip and Sara Ziegler who immigrated to this country in 
1727. The records show some contact between the two families other than 
what is reported here, but none between these two and the Miller famili 
of the county. Nonetheless, Henry Miller evidently knew enough about 
both men to trust (and pay) them to itemize and evaluate John Hahn's 
possessions. Both were:evidently more comfortable using German than 
English in preparing the inventory, the former language in common use 
in York and other counties existing in the Province of Pennsylvania at 
the time. 


Ten years were to pass before the estate came to the Orphans Court of 
York County for settlement. The hearing was held "...the twenty ninth 
day of November in the ninth year of the reign of our sovereign Lord 
George the Third by grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland 
King Defender of the faith de anno 1768..." The clerk entered the fol- 
lowing into the record: 


"Came into court Henry Miller Administrator of all and singular the 
goods and chattles rights and credits which were of John Hahn deceased 
and produced the accompt of his administration of the estate of the de 
ceased as settled by the Register of this county whereby there appeare 
to be a ballance of forty seven pounds eleven shillings three pence in 
his hands to be distributed which being examined by the court they do 
approve of and confirm the same Whereupon it is ordered and decreed by 
the court that the said Henry Miller do pay unto John Zere and Barbara 
his wife which said Barbara is the late widow of the said deceased the 
sum of fifteen pounds twelve shillings and ten pence in full for her 
third part of the said ballances that the said Henry Miller also pay 
unto Jonas Hahn the only child of the deceased the sum of thirty one 
pounds five shillings and eight pence in full for his share of the sai 
ballances which with the costs of this court makes the full amount of 
the said sum in the hands of the said administrator." (3) 


The absence of additional contemporary information about this couple 
makes it difficult to say much more about them. Evidently there was a 
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marriage between John Hahn and Barbara Miller, a birth of a son, 

and a second marriage for her with John Zere, but no records of any of 
these events was found by the author in rwither publications listing 
marriages and baptisms nor such listings in the historical society's 
Miller family file. (There is no formal Hahn file--a folder contains 
notes and correspondence about this surname.) The search was extended 
to Lancaster County, the parent county of York, but the results were 
equally as disappointing. Deed abstract books, will and probate ab- 
stracts, and tax and mortgage record books were searched also.(4) Sev- 
eral persons listed in volume one of the three-volume work, Pennsyl- 


vania German Pioneers, could have been this John Hahn, but no verifi- 


cation could be done.(5) In all searches for both John and Barbara, 
call (rufnamen) and saints’ name were considered, e.g. Johann and Jo- 
hannes for John, and Maria Barbara or Anna Maria Barbara for her. The 
Surname Muller was thought a possible alternative to Miller. 


The John Zere mentioned in the Orphan's Court record was virtually 
impossible to find in early York and Lancaster County records of the 
kind noted above. The author, however, believes he is the Johannes 
Zaher/John Sears of a later decade in Rowan County, North Carolina, 

a person whose descendants married twice with children of Jonas Hahn/ 
Hon in Kentucky. This John Zere of 1768 may be the John Zear taxed 

in 1762 in Manheim Township, York County, and the John Sear taxed in 
Germany Township in 1767, in York.(6) At first glance, the handwritten 
Surname in the 1768 record appears to be Tere, but comparisons with 
Ts and Zs elsewhere on the same pages showed that the initial letter 
18 a 2. 


It is the author's theory that John and Barbara were a young couple 
and that one of them or both were new to York County in 1758. They 

had only one child in 1768, the year of settlement; owned no land, 
judging from the probate inventory; had no "presence" in the county 
according to available records; and John's possessions were few in- 
deed. He may have been considered a "yeoman" farmer--tilling the soil 
and keeping accounts of income and expenditures. He may have been a 
Redemptioner, in servitude to some York County master who offered to 
pay John's passage from overseas: the ten yea delay in settling the 
estate may have been due to unpaid debts. His death may have been due 
to disease: the Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in the town of 

York mentions nine deaths due to an epidemic of dysentery in 1758.(7) 
Both John and Barbara were in a German-speaking milieu--their contem- 
poraries seem to have been first- and second-generation persons from 
what az now Germany and Switzerland. Both may have had extended family 
members in Pennsylvania who were from villages and towns in Europe. In 
1762 there were six separate families named Miller in Manchester Town- 
ship. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Sometime after settlement, John and Barbara began a journey of south- 
ward migration that ended with their resettlement in Rowan County, in 
North Carolina's Piedmont section. The causes for the move are not 


known, and the author does not know if they stopped along the way to 
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Letters of Administration in estate of John Hahn. 
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Statement of Barbara Hahn relinquishing right of administrat- 
jon to her brother, Henry Miller; imagery from probate and 


“estate settlements records; and "signature" 
ich) Miller appearing on 1768 Administrator's account. 


of Henry (Henner- 
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The translation of the inventory into English 
by John Meem. 


settle temporarily with or near kin as many migrants did then. The 
most likely route of travel would have been what was called "the 

Great Philadelphia Wagon Road," or "the Great Wagon Road."(8) From 
York it led through what is now Hagerstown, Maryland; crossed the 
Potomac River at Williams Ferry (Williamsport); and then went up Vir- 
ginia's Shenandoah Valley through the towns of Winchester, Staunton, 
Roanoke, and Rocky Mount, Virginia. After entering North Carolina, it 
ran south past the Moravian settlements of Bethania, Bethabara, and 
Salem (now Winston-Salem); linked up to Salisbury, then as now the seat 
of Rowan County government; and continued through South Carolina and o 
to Augusta, Georgia. Almost certainly the family traveled with others 
in a train of wagons and horses for reasons of safety and mutual help. 
in times of trouble: robbers, bridge washouts, wagon breakdowns, and 
sickness. (9) 


As the author has had difficulty in learning more about the John Zere 
noted earlier, and as there were two marriages between two Hon sisters 
and two Sears brothers in the very early years in Kentucky, he will tr 
bridge the gap in information about the relationships between these 
families by presenting here excerpts from a turn-of the-last-century 
work edited by Professor W. Wayne Smith, formerly of the University 
of Idaho. Smith notes that his narrative, The Sears Family of Rowan 
Co., N.C., Nicholas Co., Ky-, Indiana & Missouri, is based on the 
Sears family collections of a Reverend Otis Burgess Sears who research 
ed his family during the first decade of the 20th century. A copy of 
the narrative was obtained from the Allen County Public Library, His- 
torical Genealogy Department, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Smith writes: 


"The Sears family of Rowan County, N.C., Nicholas County, Ky., Indi- 
ana, and Missouri, is descended from Johannes Zaher, from the German 
Canton of Switzerland. He was a religious refugee, belonging to the 

Dunkard Church, seeking religious liberty in the new world. He sett-; 
led with his family in Lancaster County, Pa., about 1740, lived at 
rata for a while and removed through Maryland to the Yadkin Valley i! 
North Carolina where he died." | 


"Johannes Zaher, (Pronounced t_s a ir, and meaning tough in the Ger- 

‘man language, but generally called Sears in English), born in Switze! 
land about 1710, came to Pennsylvania about 1740 with his family and 
died in the Yadkin Valley, N.C., leaving two sons, Christian and Joh! 
probably others." . 


Of the son John, Smith comments that he was " <,born in North Caro- 
lina about 1749..." "Removed, about 1802, to Nicholas Co., Ky., where 
died March 12, 1839. Married in Rowan County, N.C., about 1778, Cathei 
ine Conrad (Coward?) born in North Carolina 17(illeg.), and died in 
Nicholas County, Ky., 1822." Smith credits ten children to this mar- 
riage, two of which were George and John. | 


Smith remarks about the latter John, "Born in Rowan County, N.C., 
1776, and died in Nicholas County, Ky., June 5, 1828." "“Remov-_ 

ed with his parents to Kentucky about 1782. Married in Nicholas Coun- 

ae 1806, Betsy (Elizabeth) Hon, daughter of Jonas Hon and Mary 
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Kethley Rowland, from the Yadkin Valley, N.C., to Kentucky about 
1788. She was. born 1776, and died Aug. 14, 1852. They were 
members of the Dunkard Church." 


And of John's brother, George, he notes, "Born in North Carolina, 
March 5, 1789. Married in Kentucky Katie Hon (daughter of Jonas Hon 
and Mary Keithly) born March 10, 1789. They removed to Indiana, where 
he died Sept. 20, 1857, and she died Sept. 23, 1880." 


A chart showing the relationships between the Hon and Sears/Zaher 
families is presented in this narrative. Prepared by the author, it 
is a blend of his genealogical research and Smith's account of his 
own family lineage. At some points of time indicated on the chart, 
proof of events is weak or was not available during research. 


The date and circumstances of the arrival of John and Barbara Sears 
and Jonas in Rowan County are not known, but the appearances of the 


‘surnames Hon and Sears (albeit in variant forms at times) begin in 


the official records of the county in the late 1770s. They may have 
arrived at that time, or may have been there for many years. The names 
Jonas Hahn and John Sears/Zaher were not found in county records prior 
to 1778. In his book, Rowan County, North Carolina, Vacant Land Ent- 
ries, 1778-1789, Richard Enochs describes the consequences of the fail- 


ure, in 1763, of the land office of the deceased Right Honorable John 


Earl Granville, one of the Lords Proprietors of North Carolina, and 
whose extensive land holdings originally covered most of the county. 
(10)% 


"Many people, unable to secure title to vacant land in the Rowan 
County area, merely settled as squatters. Possessing no legal title 
to the land on which they lived, they remained virtually invisible 
in the records, not appearing on tax lists, in deed books, nor in 
will books, since they lacked ownership of real property.’ After not- 
ing the opening of the new State of North Carolina's land office in 
1778, Enochs continues "...men who may have been living on the land 
for aS many as 15 years sought to gain legal title to their places 
and to stake a claim for other desirable unoccupied land. Because < 
was impossible for a period of 15 years for a person to obtain title 
to vacant land within the Granville Proprietary, many persons who 
came into Rowan County between 1763 and 1778 have been almost impos- 
sible to identify and place in this area." 


EVIDENCE FOR JONAS HAHN/HON IN ROWAN COUNTY. 


Only one deed for land suggesting that the author's ancestor owned 
property was found. The deed, made by grantors Henry and Sarah Trott, 
is dated March 1795, and makes over 114 acres of land on Second Creek 
to a Benjamin Leach.(11) The Trotts noted that the land was ".... 
part of the tract which the said Henry Trott purchased of Jonas Houn." 


Efforts to search this deed's history were unsuccessful. 


There is good evidence that Jonas was married by 3 November 1779. His 
spouse was a widow, a Mary Keithley Rowland. Her late husband, Jacob, 


10 


was a son of Casper Rowland, a Dunkard minister in North Carolina. 

The introductory statement on the probate inventory as returned to 
the Rowan County court reads, "mhe inventory of Jacob Rowland, de- 
ceased, exhibited by his administratrix and widow, Mary Rowland, now 
Mary Haon, the wife of Jonas Haon, to the worshipfull court of Rowan 
County -November (day is illegible but is probably 10--author) 1779." 
(12) The document was attested, "The mark of Mary Hoan" (Underlining 
by the author ). A third variant in spelling appears on the court-1is-_| 
sued Letters of Administration dated 3 November: the surname is Hoand, 
(13) A John Cochenour helped provide the 1500-pound bond money. 


The inventory of the goods and possessions of Jacob listed prier to 
the estate sale were: 


One small improvement of land (On inventory, not on final sale bill). 
The author found only one possible reference to this property. Enocl 
in his book about vacant land entries, notes this about entry 2248: 
"Casper Roland, 200 acres on Filker's Creek, adj...including the im. 
provement that Jacob Roland lived on.” M2 Faby 1779." The use of. 
the word 'lived" suggests that Rowland was dead by that date. | 


Three cows. About 20 pounds of flax. a 

Four heifers. Some tow. (Coarse flax, before spinning 
One bull. One feather bed, one old blanket. 

One steer, 3 years old. Three pewter basons. 

Two sucking calves. One pewter dish. 

One mare. pewter spoons. (Illegible.) 

One old horse. Five pounds of wool. 

One colt. One old plough. 

Six head of sheep. One pair iron traces. 

Four head of hogs. ~ One powdering tub. (A large tub for sal 
Two very old horse collars. ing or pickling meat.) : 
One bell and wedges, iron. Three flower casks. 

Two old weeding hoes. One hat. 

One old matlock. One jacket. 

One dito grubing hoe. Two pairs old wool stockings. 


Three old chairs. 

One pine table. ) 

One old homespun great coat. 
Some shoemaker's tools. 

One pine chest. 

Three iron pots. 

One frying pan. 


The estate sale was held 22 November 1779. A breakdown of the items 
purchased by significant family members is as follows. (Some items 
were not reported on the inventory.) 


Mary Haun. Jonas Hann, 
One pot. One axe. 
Mary Hann. One blanket. 
One pot. Hand saw. 
One kettle. Cythe and tackling. 


One pan. Narrow axe. 
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Mary Hann (cont.) Jonas Hann (cont.). 


Pewter plates. Harness. 

Ten spoons. Hoe. 

Groat and porrenger. Two bridles. 

Plowshare and tackling. One hoe. 

One mattock. One red and white cow. 

Drawing knife. One bull. 

Two pails. One heifer. 

Half bushel. (Basket?) One calf. : 

Hell of a saddle (!) Pair of swingle trees. (A tool 

Three baskets. for beating flax or hemp.) 

Two bels. (Bells. Probably for Three hogs in pen and one at 
free range cattle.) large. 

Carpenter's tools. Chairs. (Could be chains.) 

Harness. 


Three chairs. 
Spinnen wheel. 
Chest. | . | 
Half property of loom. 
One grindstone. 

One bed. 

One mare. 

One cow. 

One bottle. 
Buttons. 

Half of a windmill. 
Cuting box. 


Joseph Roland. (Possibly Jacob's brother.) 
One hat. " 


John Kieghley. (Probably one of Mary's brothers.) 
One kettle. (It went to Mary instead.) 


Jacob Kieghely. (Probably another of her brothers.) 
One bel. 


The nature of the purchases, representing sixty percent of the total 
sold, suggests that Jonas and Mary planned to continue maintenance of 
of a farmstead, or household in an agricultural setting. The sale bill 
is the last mention of them together found in Rowan County. The estate 
was settled 11 February 1786.(14) A court minute notes only that the 
"“admr. showed a balance of 34 pounds, 7 shillings, and 11 pence.” Mary 
is not named. 


EVIDENCE OF THE NAME JOHN SEARS IN ROWAN COUNTY. 


Enochs' work, land deed abstractions, and actual deed documents, show 
the names John and Christian Sears, either as grantee, grantor, or ad- 
joining property owners, in thirty-one deeds or land entries in Rowan 
between 1780 and 1814. Almost all properties are on the watershed be- 
tween Hanby's Creek (then in Rowan County, now in Davidson County) and 
the Uhwarrie River in Randolph County. John and Christian, very likely 
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. brothers as Smith states in his narrative, evidently lived in close 
|. proximity to each other judging from the deeds. A vacant land entry 
dated 1778 names a Samuel Sears whom Smith cites ‘as a son of Christian. 
(15) A William Emler, noted by Smith as Christian's son-in-law, is of- 
ten mentioned in Sears deeds of this period. 


| Vacant land entry 2406, dated 1780, notes a John Sears, Jr. A deed, 

_. dated 1794, conveying land from a John Sears to Christian, notes the 
_-... former's occupation as blacksmith.(16) John signed with a mark; an Adam 

_Coonrod, possibly a relative with York County, Pennsylvania, links, was 

— witness to the signing. No mention was made of this John's spouse. Two 
f. . other deeds, both made in October 1796, were made by a John Sears in 

}° the text, but signed Johannes Zaher on one and Johannas Z r on the 
-... other, a portion of the latter was unreadable.(17) The former is in a 

} Yrather Germanic script. These two documents are the last made by a person 

|. of that name in Rowan County; the name appears next--along with a Samuel 
-... Sears--in the 1797 Bourbon County, Kentucky, tax list, suggesting that 
» this John was selling out before migrating. I believe this one is the 
-. » son and namesake of the immigrant who came from York County. No spouse 

Names were given in the deeds. 

























Perhaps of interest to some readers is a 4 August 1798 Rowan County | 
deed from Christian Sears to a Moses Lambeth. Christian signed with a 
-mark and "Barbary his wife" signed with an X.(18) During this period, 
-incidentally, both John and Christian had land dealings with a Mark 
Shultz, a known Dunkard.(19) 





-John and Barbara Sears appear to have lived in an area populated by 
“members of the Dunkard church called the Ewarry settlement or congre- _ 
-gation. The Brethren£ncyclopedia notes,, "The largest settlement of = 
Brethren in colonial NorthCarolina, the area became the residence for _ 
ethren from Maryland and Pennsylvania."(20) The “Surname Sears is in® “. 
cluded along with others in the article. The Reverend Morgan Edwards, 
after his visit to the congregation in 1772, wrote "...the families 
bout 19, whereof 30 are baptised."(21) These families were sprinkled 
ong both sides of the then Rowan and Randolph county line (now Dav- 


idson and Randolph). 








The Dunkards, later called the German Baptist Church, has been named 
the Church of the Brethren since 1908. During the years of the Ameri- 
Can Revolution in North Carolina, Brethren refrained from swearing 
oaths of allegiance and were opposed to military service.(22) As a 
result they, along with members of other peace churches such as the 
uakers and Moravians, endured limited persecution in the form of 
ilti-fold taxation and threats of imprisonment and exile out of the 
country. Probably in few other Rowan County sources does evidence of 
‘this harassment come out so vividly as in Jo White Linn's work, Ab- 
-stracts of the Minutes of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 


Rowan County, North Carolina 1775-1789. To wit: 


7 August 1778. Minute book 4, page 166. "All persons who have neg- 
lected or refused to appear before the respective Justices of the 
Districts where they may be resident, to take the Oath of Allegiance 
to the State as required by law & have neglected to appear at this 
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court & offer excuse for such neglect or refusal, depart this State 
within 60 days after the rising of this court to the West Indies or 
Europe--this order to be advertised." On 6 November the law was re- 
tracted (book 4, page 185). 


7 Aug. 1778. Book 4, page 169. "Register of persons who neglected or 
refused to appear before the Justice of their respective Districts 
and take the Oath of Affirmation of Allegiance to the State agreeable 
to Act of Assembly & who have omitted appearing at court and renderin 
excuse for such neglect or refusal." There followed the names of al-— 
most 600 persons who were grouped by district. Among the 35 persons 
in Captain D. Smith's district were John Seers, Christian Seers, and 
William Emler.(23) (Other Dunkard researchers may be interested in 
others in the lists with these surnames: Hendricks, Leatherman, Conro 
Shultz, Beam, and Ribley/Riblin.) | 


11 February 1780. Book 4, page 237. John Seares is named as one of 
four “Dunkards of Hopewell District." His property tax was reduced 
from twelvefold to threefold. 


Both a John and a Christian Sears appear on the 1778 Rowan County tax 
lists, and both were subject to paying a fourfold tax which, for that 
year, meant failure to list property owned. (24) (Those refusing to 

swear allegiance to the state that year were charged a threefold tax, 
(25) There are two John Sears who appear on the 1784 tax lists, .both 
are in the same district but own different amounts of acreage.(26) | 


In 1786 the General Assembly of North Carolina placed a maximum tax 
age of sixty on free polls As a result, a John Sears was exempted 
from paying poll tax.(27) .The author feels that this person is the | 
migrant from York County, the earliest John Sears/Johannes Zaher in > 
this narrative, and that the one appearing on the 1790 federal censu‘ 
of Rowan County is his son who within a few years moved to to Kentuck! 
to join Jonas Hon's family in Bourbon County. 


One final note about this Rowan County period: In August 17865, siz 
months prior to the date of settlement of Jacob Rowland's estate, hil 
father, Gasper, was appointed by the county court as guardian of Gasi 
per and Frina Rowland, minor children of Jacob. The surviving docume! 
notes that the appointment was in consequence of the nomination and 
consent of the children. Gasper signed the paper, spelling his surna 
as Roland; a John Cochanour went security for the bond.(28) The auth 
was unable to learn more about the circumstances of the guardianship 
and does not know if Mary was the natural mother of these children. 
A factor may have been the decision of Jonas and Mary, who had child 
ren of their own by then, to migrate to Fayette County, Virginia: th 
journey would be hard and dangerous and their destination subject to 
indian raids. 


VIRGINIA. 


About 1786, Jonas, Mary, and children migrated to the western part o 
of the state of Virginia, settling in the county of Fayette. Six yea 
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Bond and appointment documents; Gasper Roland, 
guardian of Gasper and Frina, children of Jacob 
Roland, deceased. August 1785. 
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CONGREGATIONS AND 
SETTLEMENTS 


1. Amwell, NJ (1733) 
2. Antietam (Conococheague), PA/MD 
(17$2) 
3, Baltimore. MD (ca. 1765*) 
4. Beaver Creek, SC (ca. 1748°) 
$. Beaver Dam sad Israei Creek, MD 
(ca. 1762) 
6. Bermudiaa, PA (1758) 
7. Broad River, SC (ca. 1754*) 
8. Catawba. NC (1740s*) 
9. Clouds Creek, SC (1768) 
10. Codorus, PA (1758) 
11. Conestoga, PA (1724) 
12, Conewago, PA (1741) 
13. Coventry, PA (1724) 
14, Edisto, SC (1770) 
15. Ewarry. NC (ca. 1763°) 
16. Floyd County, VA (ca. 1765*) 
17. Franklin County, VA (1765*) 
18. Germantown. PA (1723) 
19. Great Swamp, PA (1733) 
20. Great Swatara. PA (1756) 
21, Little Conewego, PA (1738) 
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22. Little Swatara, PA (1757) 7 (Z i 
23, Madison Cowaty, VA (1760s*) $// z lf § i 






24. Middletown Valley, MD (ca. 1756°) 
25. Monongahela River, PA/VA (1751°) 
26. New River. VA (1745°) ‘ 
27. Northkill, PA (1748) 
28. Oley, PA (1732) 
29. Pipe Creek, MD (1751) 
3. Shenandosh. VA (ca. 1752°) 
31. South Branch, YA (now WV) 
(ca. 1770*) 
32. Stony Creek. PA (1762) 
33. Ten Mile, PA (1759) 
MM. Tuchosokia, GA (1759*) 
35. West Branch (Holman's Creek), VA 
(ca, 1757*) 
3%. White Oak, PA (1734) 
37. Yadkin. NC (ca. 1762°) 


NOTE: Aa asterisk (*) following the year 
indicates a settlement date. Years 
withoul an asterisk are congrega- 
























COLONIAL BRETHREN CONGREGATIONS 
AND SETTLEMENTS, 1719-1770 


Brethren congregations / settlements existing in 1770 =e 
Brethren settlements disbanded by 1770 =o 


















\ Y Main roads of 1770 = 
*% % ae River names appear in italic type: Edisto 
\ “ ? c Cities without Brethren congregations 
Ne } i P (shown for reference purposes) =@ 
\ Savannah @ 
\ Ps 0 50 100 150 miles 
x ? 


Colonial-era Brethren (Dunkard) congregations and 
settlements, 1719-1770. The Great Wagon Road runs 
from top right to lower center. The Ewarry congre- 
gation/ settlement is at 15. Map from The Brethren 
Encyclopedia, Volume 3, 1983.. 
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earlier, Fayette and the two adjoining counties of Lincoln and Jeff- 
erson were created out of Virginia's huge and westernmost county named 
Kentucky and formed in 1776. In 1782 the Commonwealth of Virginia est- 
ablished the District of Kentucky, forming it from the three counties, 
and gave it a district court. The district name remained until the cre- 
ation of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in 1792 and admission to the Union. 


The family's route of travel will never be known, but it probably began 
with a northwestwardly trek across Rowan and other counties, following 
the upper reaches of the Yadkin River to the vicinity of the present 
town of Boone. By way of a pass through the Appalachian Mountains they 
could have journeyed through North Carolina's western lands (now Tenn- 
essee) to the present sites of Bristol and Kingsport, and then on to 
the east-west trail joining the Cumberland Gap to the Great Wagon Road. 
From the Gap, the route northward would have had to have followed Daniel 
-. Boone's Wilderness Road to the site of London, or possibly Hazél Patch. 
Another trail north, Boone's Trace, would have brought them to Fort 
- Boonesborough and Fayette County. These trails were narrow and remote: 
» . widening them to accomodate horse- and ox-drawn wagons did not begin 
— until Kentucky could authorize work in the early 1790s.(29) A part of the 
- Wilderness Road generally parallels today's U.S. Routes 25 and 25-E. 


Wendell H. Rone, in his book, An Historical Atlas of Kentucky and Her 


Re Counties, says this of the Road: — 




































"The conclusion of the Revolutionary War lifted the restriction plac- 
ed by England on westward expansion, and, with veterans receiving 
grants of land for war service and thousands of land-hungry young 
farmers being dazzled by tales of lush lands beyond the mountains, 
the movement west became a surge that blocked the roads and trails 
leading through the mountains. This westward movement was especially 
dramatized in Daniel Boone's efforts to move settlers into Kentucky. 
Cumberland Gap, at the juncture of the boundaries of Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, was one of the few gateways through the mount- 
ains, and over the years a steady stream of settlers passed through 
the Gap to follow a rough trail known as the Wilderness Road into 
Kentucky and on to the Middle West.""Thus the Wilderness Road became 
a pulsating, dynamic artery of vast historical importance. Though but 
a horse trail from 1775 to 1796, more than 200,000 people made their 


way into our beloved Kentucky and on."(30) 


The circumstances of Jonas and Mary's settlement here not known at 
present. They were taxed, however, for personal property in 1787 and 
1788, and under the surname spelling Hon--the first occurance of this 
spelling in the family to date. Jonas was listed as head of household 
with one white male between the years of sixteen and twenty-one. (maybe 
kin, but this is speculation.)(31) The tax list for the former year 
showed the number "2" for columnar headings Cattle and Horses, mares, ~ 


- colts, and mules. No blacks were in the household; it is possible that 
Many German-descended farmers of this period were not used to slavery 

and preferred to depend on their own labor. Comparison of the tax lists 
with Rowan County records show that others of the Dunkard sect had mi- 
“grated about the same time into Fayette County, to include the brothers 


of Mary. 
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KENTUCKY. 


From 1792, the year of Kentucky's statehood, to 1799, Jonas Hon 
appears bn several counties other than Fayette: Bourbon County in 
1792 and Clark County for 1793-1795, for example. That Clark was 
formed in 1793 out of parts of Bourbon and Fayette may suggest that © 
boundaries of newly-formed counties were responsible rather than the 
Hons moving about from place to place. During this period, members : 
of Mary's family, the Keithleys, appear in- Clark. Later, in 1797, 

a John, Jacob, and Samuel Sears appear on Bourbon tax lists. Both 
Jonas Hon and John Sears were taxed in Bourbon County in 1800, this | 
Sears the father of a namesake who married Jonas' daughter, Eliza- 
beth (Betsy) Hon. 


Jonas purchased 145 acres in Bourbon in 1801.(32) The surname 1," 
spelled as Haun on the deed. The history of ownership is given back | 
to 1782 when it was part of a large tract owned by land agent and 
surveyor John Fleming. later, his widow Lucy Fleming Hazlerigg sold | 
off many parcels to new settlers. (Court notes preceding this deed © 
wording mention these names of interest to researchers: Adam Kern, 
Philip Hendrix, and Martin Riblin, all appearing to be from Rowan 
County and associated with the Brethren.) 

Jonas purchased an additional 153 acres in 1802.(33) The surname is | 
spelled as both Hon and Haun, and the document was witnessed by two. 
of his sons, John and Jacob. The property description mentions.a 
"north somerset" and "south somerset," clearly a reference to today} 
Somerset Creek which flows through the community of East Union in | 
what is now Nicholas County, Kentucky. It is a tributary of Hinkston 
Creek. He sold land to Daniel Hon in 1825.(34) 


The 1810 federal census for Bourbon County lists the households of 
Jonas and his sons Daniel, John, Jacob, and Peter. The identity of 
the three persons included with Jonas and Mary are not known. Two 
could be their daughter Catherine and husband George Sears. Nearby j 
the household of John Sears,"Jr." and spouse Elizabeth. A John Sears 
"sor." is listed also--I believe he is the migrant from Rowan County. 


A change in the civil boundary separating Bourbon and Nicholas was 
put into effect in 1817. This placed Jonas and Mary in the latter 
county thereafter.(35) 


Jonas Hon died in Nicholas County in 1838. His will is dated 8 May 
that year and is signed with a mark. The document was produced in 
court during the July term and was proved by his executors. (36) 


Jonas willed his farm to be sold to the highest bidder, the proceed! 
to be divided among his children. His personal estate was willed to 
his wife, Mary. After her decease it was to be divided among the ch: 
dre, equally after all expenses are paid "except Jacob Hon who is to. 
have no share thereof..." It is not understood by the author why Jol 
mentioned Jacob--he died in White County, Illinois Territory, in 18 
Curious, too, is the absence of mention of Jonas' God, or higher 
power--he seemed to have been associated with persons and family mel 
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See 





bers who were identified with a religious faith. 


Jonas' 


by category are as follows: 


Household goods. 


Two 
One 
One 


pots. 
basket. 
lot of leather. 


Three chairs. 


One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 


small table. 

table. 

cupboard. 

lot of cupboard ware. 
bureau. _ 


looking glass. (Mirror. ) 


Seven yards of linen. 


One 
One 
One 
One 
Two 
One 
One 
One 


bottle. 

bookcase. 

bedstead. 

tub. 

barrels. 

set of andirons. 
saddle and a bridle. 
lot of dried fruit. 


Sugar. 


One 


stove. 


personal estate was inventoried in September 1838. Breakdowns 


Tools and farming-related implements. 


One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
Two 


shovel. 

handsaw. 

axe. 

hoe. 

grubing hoe. 

grindstone. 

cutting bok. (Mitre box?) 
lot of tinware. 

ploughs. 


Potter's ware. 


One 


and one half beestands. (For set- 


ting bee hives.) 


One 
One 


scythe and cradle. 


lot of pot metal. (An alloy of 


lead and copper which was used to 
make pots and pans.) : 


Livestock. 


One 
One 
Two 
One 


gray mare. 
colt. 
cows. 
cali. 


Notes for money owed were listed. Named were his son, Peter Hon, And- 
rew E. Hon, and James Sears. Among the purchasers at sale were Eliza- 
beth Sears, widow of John, and their son, Henry. Andrew Hon, son of 
Jonas' son, Daniel, purchased the farm at twenty-seven dollars an acre. 
The farm was net described onthe inventory. 


No further information was found about Mary Hon. Their burial places 
are not known to the author. They are not listed in cemeteries des- 


cribed in History of Nicholas County. (37) 


Jonas and Mary appear to have been engaged, for most of their lives, 
in self-sufficient, or subsistence, farming. They cleared the land, 
plowed the soil, raised the livestock, produced the necessities of 
life, and somehow earned enough to purchase goods and pay the taxes. 
Luxuries and conveniences were few enough, and what they couldn't grow 
or make they did without. Bartering in kind would have been common: 
hogs and other stock driven to market could have brought badly needed 
items such as salt and iron. 


Their homes surely were of hewn logs, with puncheon walls and floors, 
perhaps one door, a window or two paned with oiled paper for light, 
and several rooms at most. One, perhaps one and a half story, and un- 
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painted and unattractive. Other structures in the complex would 

have been a barn and livestock shed, and possibly a smokehouse, 

corn crib, and ice house. A well or spring would have provided fresh 
water. It is also possible, that by the 1820s and ‘30s, the house 
was planked outside and had glass panes in the windows. Perhaps a 
porch and additional rooms, too. 


PETER HON, Brethren preacher and evangelist. 


Peter, the youngest child of Jonas and Mary Hon, was born ind 7s, 
and lived most of his earlier life in the East Union area. He mar- — 
ried twice--first, an Elizabeth Clark and, second, a Mary Wright of |; 
Bath County, Kentucky.(38) Peter and Elizabeth are buried in the | 
cemetery at East Union. 


He was ordained a Brethren minister some time during the second de-_ 
cade of the 1800s, and preached to the Hinkston Creek Congregation 
at a meeting-house in East Union. It was built in 1819 on the east 

bank of Somerset Creek. The congregation drew members from Nicholas, 
Bourbon, Montgomery, and Bath counties. In time, Hon and other west- 
ern Brethren leaders, who were unwilling to conform to long-estab- 
lished church traditions so long observed by those along the east-_ 
ern seaboard, drew away and aligned themselves with the emerging Res 
torationist movement led by former Presbyterian Alexander Campbell | 
and others.(39) He and others were disfellowshiped about 1820. Hon | 
became an active evangelist on the frontier, traveling widely throug 
out Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois to preach, ordain elders, | 
and organize new congregations. His followers in Southern Ohio were. 
called Honites. He is credited with organizing seven congregations, 
baptizing thousands of converts, and performing many marriages.(40) 


A church record has these comments about him: "Brother Peter Hon, ~ 
whose home was near here, was one of the greatest gospel preachers. 
He was of old German-Dutch descent and could preach in the Dutch 
language as well as in English. His bible was printed in both lang-. 
uages...Mrs. A. C. Quisenberry says, ‘I remember him later, when he 
became too frail to serve in the pulpit, as sitting in his big arm— 
chair in front of the altar teaching words of wisdom.'"(41) 


ILLINOIS TERRITORY (ILLINOIS). 


Jacob Hon, another son of Jonas and Mary, was born about 1785, most} 
certainly in Rowan County, North Carolina. In 1803 he married Susan: 
nah Brown, daughter of Daniel Brown and as yet-unknown mother, in ‘{ 
Logan County, Kentucky. His reasons for being so far west in the 
state are not known, but contemporary tax. and marriage records show 
a significant number of persons with the Sears surname in Logan. Otl 
names such as Huffstuter and Coffman suggest a link to Bourbon Coun! 
ty. It is possible that Jacob accompanied others on some migration : 
or exploratory trip to view new lands to settle in. Jacob and famil’ 
appear on the 1810 Bourbon County census. 
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In September 1816 the young couple sold two parcels of land along 
Somerset Creek--one parcel for twenty-three acres, the other for 
thirty five.(42) The deed calls thamresidents of Bourbon County, 

and shows that Jacob's brother, John Hon, and a Brethren minister 
named Adam Kern witnessed the signing. About this time Jacob and 
Susanna left Kentucky and resettled in White County, Illinois Terri- 
tory. White County was organized in 1815 and Illinois was admitted 
three years later. 


t Jacob purchased land from the federal government's Shawneetown (I11i- 
nois) Land Office. One of ten U.S. District Land Offices then, Shaw- 

5 - neetown was set up in 1812 and made its first sale in 1814. Jacob, 
whose surname was spelled Hahn in the records, made his first payment 
in September 1815 for land in the southwest quarter of Section twenty- 
five, Township four South, Range ten East. He paid eighty dollars to- 
ward the full price of a 160-acre tract selling for two dollars an 
acre. His home address on the land sale register was Bourbon County. 
Subsequent payments were made in 1816 and 1819, the latter undoubtably 
by a family member or trusted friend as Jacob died in 1817. 
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His probate inventory, dated April of that year, lists few possessions. 
(43) There was forty dollars in cash, one rifle gun appraised at fif- 
teen dollars, bed and bed clothes worth ten dollars, and a two-dollar 
axe. His father-in-law, Daniel Brown, was administrator of the estate. 
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_ His widow, recorded as Susan Hahn, appears on the 1818 Tilinois. state 
' census. The large number of persons in her household reflect her re- 

- marriage to an Irish immigrant, James Johnston, a widower with seven 

children. (44) 
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Jackson Hon, the youngest son of Jacob and Susannah, was born in 
Kentucky in 1815 according to age and birthplace data recorded on 
three successive federal censuses of Scott County, Arkansas. (The 
data varies with his burial marker; it says that he died in 1872 at 
sixty-two years of age.) He married an Elizabeth Stuart in December 
185 in White county, Illinois. The court record spells her surname 
as Stewart; his as Horn. 





Some time in the second half of the 1830s, the family established it- 
self in Scott County. Arkansas, the twenty-fifth state, was just admit- 
ted to the Union in 1836; Scott county was created in 1833. The sur- 
rounding circumstances of their migration and relocation are not known, 
but it is quite likely that Jackson traveled there first to stake out 
land he claimed and erect some kind of improvement as required (a fence 
or a crude shelter would do for the time being). He may have made sever- 
al trips, stopping off at the nearest land office to facilitate the 
process of acquiring title to the property. A final trip to Illinois 
would have gathered the family for the move to their home; it may not 
have been made until after 1837, the year their son, Peter, was born 
(in Illinois). The journey to Arkansas would almost surely involved 
travel by steamboat--first down the Mississippi to the Arkansas River, 
then upstream to some jumping-off place, Dardanelle maybe, or Fort Smith. 
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Following the death of his first spouse, Jackson went mto marry 

four more times. His wedding with an Elizabeth Callahan took place 

in White County, Illinois, in 1849.(45) After a short-lived union, 
Jackson married an Elizabeth Hogan. Their son, John Hogan Hon, be- 
came one of the founders of the Town of Hon, in Hickman Township in 
1902, now in Hon Township. Much of the history of the town and town- 
ship is ably set forth in Allen Burl Syler's recent (1993) book, A 
History of Hon, Arkansas (Formerly Poteau).(46) Daniel Hon, a promin- 
ent lawyer and circuit court judge in Arkansas, was a son of Jackson 
and Lucy Huie (?Hanks?) Hon, a widow.at time of marriage. 
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Jackson's occupation was farming and stock-raising, a calling at which 
he was quite successful by mid-century. The 1850 federal census showed 
his real estate value as $1000; ten years later, in 1860, it had jump- 
to $9000 with a personal estate worth $14,200. A letter written by 
one of his Boultinghouse family neighbors (see Peter Hon following) to 
kin in Texas said that Jackson had become "land crazy," and that he 
now (1854) had “two jacks, a blacksmith. shop, .a very. good distillery, 
horses, mules, cattle, sheep, and hogs, and 400 acres in cultivation, 
mostly rented at 10 bushels an acre."(47) Property tax records:for 1865 
show him owning twenty-nine parcels of land totalling 1455 acres, more 
than any other county resident listed.(48) Present Bureau of Land Man- 
agement (Department of the Interior) records show that much of the land 
owned was purchased from its predecessor, the General Land Office, as 
early as 1848.(49) | 
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The values of Jackson's real and personal estate on the 1870 federal 
census were $4500 and $1444--a sharp drop from those of ten years earl- 
ier. A probable cause was the economic climate in the American South 
and Southwest following the close of the Civil War. He continued the 
vocation of farming and, by that census year, had married Mississippi- 
born Caroline Kenton, twenty-seven years his junior. One child, Martha, 
was born to them. As noted, Jackson died in 1872, and was buried in 
the Old Hon cemetery (or Lower Hon cemetery) on land he once owned. 
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Peter Hon, the author's other great-grandfather, was a son of Jack- 
son and Elizabeth Stuart (or Stewart) Hon. He appears on both the 
1850 and 1860 federal census for Hickman Township, Scott County, Ar- 
kansas, the data stating that he was Illinois-born and indicating 

the year as 1837. By 1860 he had married a Susan Boultinghouse, a 
seventeen-year-old cousin whose family had come to Arkansas from 
White County, Illinois, where they were neighbors of Jacob and Susan 
Hon. The young couple lived six dwellings away from Jackson, his 
father, and Peter's vocation was farming. Their real estate value was 
$360; personal estate was $200. 
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In November 1861 Peter enlisted as a private in the 17th Arkansas 
Infantry Regiment, At the turn of the year it was ordered into 
northwestern Arkansas to counter the threat posed by the Union army 
rapidly pushing Confederate forces out of southwestern Missouri. 
Peter died of pneumonia in a Confederates States Army hospital in 
Bentonville, Benton County, on 1 February 1862.(50) Had he recovered, 
Peter might have seen action in the Battle of Pea Ridge, just out- 
side Bentonville in early March. His immediate survivors were Susan 
and a son, Isaac Monroe Hon. 
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Efforts by the author to learn more about this pair of ancestors 

have come to naught. Boultinghouse family researchers know nothing 
about Susan's fate. The author's father, who knew only that "there 
was a Peter Hon in the Civil War,’ had only two artifacts that con- 
tained their imagery: a worn gold locket and an old photo case. The | 
plates within each have been enlarged and are reproduced on pages 


that follow. : 


Grandfather Isaac Monroe Hon was born 31 March 1861 in Hickman Town- 
ship, Scott County, Arkansas, and grandmother Ida Elizabeth Hon, 
daughter of John W. Kerr and Miranda Cassandra Batten, was born 2 
July 1864 in Polk County, Missouri.(51) Family notations in Isaac i 
and Ida's bible (the page is reproduced in this narrative) state i 
that they were married 14 September 1881, place not given. Neither 

one was found on the 1880 federal census for Scott County, but a de 
for sale of land in the county in 1882 notes that they were resident 


of Scott..(52) 






Isaac was listed in the 1870 federal census as a nine-year-old liv=| 
ing in the household of his late father's sister and husband, Sarah} 
and Thomas R. McAnally. Their dwelling was a few doors from that of) 


Jackson and Caroline Hon. - 
That same census--1870--lists twenty-five-year-old "Kasander," born) 
Missouri, and six-year-old Ida E. shown born in Arkansas, living in. 
the household of a Daniel L. Stone, a farmer in the county. The age 
given for Ida E. agrees with the 1864 birth year on the family bible 
page. The circumstances of Miranda's apparent second marriage are né 
known to the author, but they may have been due in part to events of 
the Civil War and the bitter partisan warfare that swept through the 
"border" state of Missouri in the 1860. A source notes that her (Mil 
anda's) husband, John Kerr, was "killed by carpetbaggers while comil 
home to see his new baby girl, Ida Flizabeth."(53) A Polk County sov 
lists a "Casander" Kerr as signing loyalty oaths to both the United 


States and the State of Missouri in 1862.(54) 
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- Statement in land deeds attest to Ida and Isaac's continued presenc 
in the county in late century. There igs little mention of them in t 
public record outside of these documents, the federal census, and a 
guardianship action involving Isaac and a Christina Mabus. (55) 
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"Tke," as Isaac was called, and Ida were the parents of seven chil- 
ren: John Arthur, Chester L., Hugh Monroe, Minnie Elzada, Beulah Ma 
Edgar Ernest, and Dora Flsie. Isaac died in January 1900, but no ob 
jtuary seems to have survived that would tell more about him. (Lod 
newspapers for that month of 1900 do not exist, according to the Sc 
County Historical and Genealogical Society, and thus could not be i 
cluded in microfilming efforts.) Ida married again, to a W. A. Moo 
of Indian Territory, but the union was cut short by his death: a 4 | 
November 1904 issue of the Wasp, a county newspaper published in Wa 
dron, noted, "Mrs. Ida Moore and her son Hugh Hon of Winfield were) 
this city on business on Thursday. Mrs. Moore recently had the mis- 
fortune to lose her husband to whom she had been married only about 


eight months.” 
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Ida appears on the 1920 federal census of the county, living alone 


at age 55. In later years, perhaps during the late 1920s or very 
early 1930s, she moved to Talladega, Alabama, to live with a daught- 
er and husband, Elsie and Jesse J. Coker. She died 15 November 1934. 
Her remains were shipped to Waldron, Scott County, for burial. 


Father and the author--then three years old--traveled to Alabama for 
the funeral, leaving mother and new-born Janet at home in Hyattsville. 


After the services were over, we and the other relatives gathered at 


Jess and Elsie's home to say our good-byes. As father and I would be 
traveling to Washington by train, Aunt Elsie hurredly made up a bag- 


full of chicken sandwiches to save us the price of a dining-car meal 


during those lean Depression-era times and thrust it on us as we went 
out the door. : 


Somewhere around Richmond, Virginia, father, sensing that we were get- 
ting a little hungry, reached up and pulled the bag down from the rack. 
On opening it up, he found---a loaf of bread! In the last hurried min- 
utes in the kitchen, Aunt Elsie accidently forgot the chicken and put 
the loaf in our bag. For years afterward, father kidded his baby sis- 
ter unmercifully, and the story was always good for a laugh at family 


gatherings. 





Portion of U.S. Geological Survey topographic map,"Hon, Ark- 
ansas" Provisional edition, 1983, 1:24,000-scale. The Old 
(Lower) Hon cemetery and Poteau River are at bottom right. 
Winfield is off the bottom edge. 
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Susan (Boultinghouse) Hon, spouse of Peter Hon. 
Image on tin plate and mounted in a 3 1/4" x 3 

1/2" hinged, black case. Patent date on emboss- 
ed gold leaf is 24 December 1861. 
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Peter Hon. Image on glass in small gold locket. 
Date: late 1861. Trim on coat probably indicates 
a Confederate Army uniform. 
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Negative image of an annotated page of a family bible 
kept by Ida Elizabeth and Isaac Monroe Hon. The bible 


was owned by their son, 


Edgar .E. Hon, 
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for many years. 
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THE OLD (LOWER) HON CEMETERY. 


This burial ground is located about 3/4 mile southeast of the town 
of Hon in Scott County. It is on the south bank of the Poteau River 
and near State Highway Eighty. Interment activity is inactive, and 
it is difficult to reach when the river water is high. An old un- 
improved road is along its east edge (see map). 





In 1997, in response to an inquiry from the author to Betty Leeper, 
then president of the Scott County Historical and Genealogical So- 
ciety in Waldron, Ms. Leeper and her husband visited the cemetery 
to assess the Hon burials. Inscriptions were highlighted with chalk, 
* and color photographs were taken. The author will share prints with 
_ anyone who asks for copies. (Ms. Leeper’s article, "Old Cemetery Mar- 
kers," appearing the Summer 1997 issue of Echoes, the Society's jour- 
nal, is worth reading for those interested in marker restoration and 
inscription enhancement. ) 


Visible in the photograph are the twin markers of Lucy and Jackson 
Hon. Within view are markers of John and Mollie Hon, sons Louie and 
Clarence, and Martha, daughter of Jackson and Caroline. Within 

the walled plot in foreground are the burials of Isaac M., Ida E., 

and son Chester L. Hon. Ms. Leeper interprets two additional burials 
from ground evidence, but the author is unable to state their identit- 
ies. The wall was constructed in the 1950s by Isaac and Ida's daught- 
er, Minnie Mitchell, and her brother-in-law, Wright Johnson. © 
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Edgar Ernest Hon, the father of the author and his sister, Janet 
Lucille Chinn, was born 6 November 1894 to Isaac Monroe and Ida 
Flizabeth Hon of Scott County, Arkansas. Their home, around the 
turn of the century, was in the vicinity of Winfield, a small com- 
munity about eight miles west of Waldron, the county seat. He was 
their sixth child. His name is misspelled as Egda on the 1900 fed 


eral census of the county. 
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Early in 1904, the widowed Ida Elizabeth married a W. A. Moore of 

Indian Territory, now Oklahoma. Although the marriage took place in 
Scott County, the family appears to have moved to the vicinity of 

the town of Heavener, Le Flore county, in the Territory. After Moor¢ 
death, only eight months after the wedding, grandmother Ida chose t¢ 
remain there rather than return to Scott County. She was in the lat- 
ter county in 1920 according to the federal censw that year. An ite 
a Decembea 1911 issue of the Arkansas Reporter, a Scott County news-— 
paper, noted for its readers that "Hugh and Ed Hon of Heavener Saas 
a few days in Waldron this week." Years later, father would recall 
youth spent around Heavener: Baptist Church socials, revival meetin¢ 
picnics. It may have been here or in Arkansas that he remembered jo} 
ing boyhood pals slipping away from home to watch from behind trees! 
woods the torchlit night-rallies of the local Ku Klux Klan. "It was 
citing," he said, "something to do for us idle kids.” ; 
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Father was drafted into the army at the time of America's involveme 
in the First World War. In 1917 his weight was 118 pounds. He serve 
with an Engineer regiment with the Eighty-first (Wildcat) Division 
and spent part of 1918 in the Meuse-Argonne Sector of the battlefro 
on French soil. The roster of the regiment shows that most of the si 
vicemen were from America's rural South. At discharge in 1919, he h 
corporal's stripes on his sleeve (he was a company clerk--the only | 
who could operate a typewriter, he said.), all the uniform and acco 
ment he was issued (except the rifle), and a treatable spot of tube 
losis. The long-snouted, goggle-eyed gas mask would, in later years 
always horrify my sister and I whenever it was pulled from an attic 
trunk, as would the souvenir German bayonnet. > , 





te 


Father and his generation of "doughboys" lost some of their innocen 
of the world as they watched the warring powers increasingly employ 
new technology--the armored tank, the flamethrower, and aircraft--t 
break the stalemate in the trenches. The "farm" would never seem qu 
the same upon their return to the States. Father recalled later a | 
scene he and his buddies once witnessed: On a march to the front, | 
way of the tunnels under the French city of Verdun, his column reac 
the surface and stopped for a break to catch a smoke. High overhea¢ 
silhouetted against the sky, was a cluster of airplanes--some with 
two wings--wheeling in tight circles, and diving and climbing, and 
moving so slowly as if almost hanging up there. It was the first aé 
ial dogfight they had ever seen, and they watched in silence until 
ordered to pick up théir gear and move on. | 


In the middle 1920s father applied for employment with the UsSs Go’ 
ernment. A news item ina 8 April 1926 edition of the Arkansas Re- 
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‘porter noted that "E. E. Hon, who has been with the Security Nation- 


al Bank of Tulsa (Oklahoma: author's note), will leave soon for Wash- 
ington, D.C., where he has a position in the goverment printing of- 
fice. The many friends of Mr. Hon regret very much to see him leave." 
Another local newspaper reported-—perhaps with a touch of envy and 
frankness by the reporter--that "Ed Hon will soon be moving to Wash- 
ington, D.C. where he has gotten a good-paying government job." 


Father remained in federal service with the U.S. Government Printing 
Office (GPO) until his retirement in 1955. His last position held was 
that of supervisor of the Hand Section, a unit that set type of un- 
usual size (headline, etc.) and face by hand as opposed to typesetting 
semi-automatically employing a machine and human operator. A bachelor 
in Washington during the late 1920s, his lodgings were at a boarding 
house. 


About this time, he met a "Pennsylvania Dutch giri", Stella Marietta 
Sitler, formerly of Berwick, Columbia County, mthe Commonwealth. She 
was employed by a Pullman Company as a rail reservation desk clerk at 


Washington's Union Station, and shared an apartment in the city with 


a younger sister, Alta. The author does know how mother and father met, 
but could almost imagine father, leaving his office on North Capitol 
Street to make train reservations, walking the one city block to the 
station, stepping up to the pretty clerk at the counter, and coming 
away with a one-way ticket to the land of romance. In time, they were 
married, and at a Methodist church in the city of Richmond, Virginia. 
The wedding took place 5 April 1930, and just six months after "Black 
Thursday,’ the worst day of the book market crash on Wall Street in 
New York. She was 29 then; he was 36. Neither had been married before. 


Following residence in Washington, they purchased a small one-and-a- 


half-story frame residence at either 101 or 110 Garfield Avenue (now 
a numbered street), in Hyattsville, Prince George's County, Maryland. 
Two children were born to the couple: the author, in 1931, and Janet 
Lucille, in 1934. Photographs taken during these early Depression-era 
tims of family, neighbors, and activities, and kept in a "Whoopee" al- 


bum, surely masked the uneasiness about the Nation's economy and the 
two mortgages on the house. 


Both parents seemed to have been part of a national trend among a 
younger generation in the 1920s to move away from rural areas and 
small towns to large cities and major industrial areas that promised 
wider choices of employment and other opportunities that could lead 
to a brighter future and a more diverse way of life. 


Something else was noticable about them: The number of their children 
(two) was in keeping with childbearing practiced by mother's four sis- 
ters. Two, who had careers after marriage, had no children. The other 
two, who did not have careers after marriage, had only one child each. 
All were in good health and had sucessful marriages. The numbers con- 
trast sharply with those of immediate and distant ancestors: The Sit- 
lers averaged eight children per generation; the Hons seven. Age of the 
Persons, the unsettled National economy, and the view that this gener- 
ation of the family did not see large numbers of children as potential 
providers of old-age security, were probably factors limiting family 


sizes. 
‘34 


We moved to a new house in the nearby town of Bladensburg in 1937. 

The development was named North Decatur Heights and the muddy street 
was called Cedar. In time, our address became 5213 Tilden Road. In ‘ 
contrast to Hyattsville, which owed its recent growth in the Washing 
ton metropolitan suburbs to major highway and rail routes which ran 
through it, Bladensburg had an older history, reaching back to colon 
ial times. Founded in 1742, the town was a tobacco port on the Easte 
Branch (the Anacostia River), a tributary of the Potomac. During th 
War of 1812 it witnessed the defeat of American forces by an army of 
British when the City of Washington was burned. Old homes and commer 
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cial buildings still stood when we moved thew; most are gone now--l 
to development. ] 














A wooded tract behind our new house--now the site of the Hilltop Mar 
or garden apartments--contained a decayed old two-story manse, barn¢ 
pear trees, and a curious small, flat-roofed structure made of con- 
crete or tabby. Iron-barred windows flanked a single door, making if 
look like an old wild-west jail. As the neighborhood filled up, thi 
whole tract became a playground: cops-and-robbers, you name it. ; 


Our house was on the highest occupied part of the street at the tim 
and required climbing two short flights of steps to reach the front 
door from street level. The author suspects that his father may. hav 
wanted the house for.those reasons--perhaps something to do status | 
achievement. The house was two-story brick with a side porch and up) 
deck with a great view. It sat on one and one-half lots, and had a> 
separate garage in back, amwas the first brick home on either side 
of the family; father's old frame home in Arkansas, set on flat sto 
at the sides and corners, would decay into the weeds in time. The n 
ney house on Tilden Road was meant to last. 4 


A coal furnace provided heat--anthracite was stored in the “rec" r 


Conversion to oil and window-type air conditioning units came years 
later. A corner of the basement was walled off for a utility room b 
an itinerant who asked to be paid with a Stetson hat and a quart of 


good whiskey--father arranged it for him. | 


A "victory" garden in the back yard provided vegetables during the 
Second World War, and a truck from Harvey Dairy brought-milk in gla 
bottles to the front door. "Mom and Pop" grocery stores were nearby 
but the day of the supermarket had yet to arrive locally. ; 


My sister, Janet, and I walked to all schools, from grade to high. 
I attended an eleven-year school system, it was changed to twelve — 
when Jan was old enough for junior high. : 


Were our parents alive today, they would surely enjoy recollecting 
and sharing with their children, grandchildren, and grandson, the | 
stories, events, good times and bad, of yesteryear: The floods igh 
Peace Cross memorial area when the river broke its banks (us neigh 
hood kids would push out stalled cars--at a quarter a head); World 
War II, when mother saved kitchen fats and managed the food ration 
books, and father was a street air raid warden, patrolling once ay 
hour looking for light not covered by blackout curtains (onEeoerys 
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time was spent in poker games with sandwiches and a bottle or two 
of Arrow beer waiting for the firehouse siren to wail the "All 
clear." These were practice drills, but they were a little chill- 
ing and made us all--adult or child--- quite uneasy as we were SO 
close to the city of Washington, the Nation's capital and an invit- 


ing target.) 


Our parents, as children, faced a new 


century, one they would spend 


about three quarters of a hundred years in. Around them in their 
childhood years were things of the fading present: oil lamps, ornate 
six-plate iron stoves with weekly breads to bake, outside hand-oper- 


ated water pumps, barns, sheds with a 


horse-drawn buggy, farmer's 


almanacs with advertisements for cure-alls for every ailment known 


to man, a more measured pace of Lite. 


Ahead lay the twentieth century. Early on came the Wright Brothers’ 


powered, controlled flight; the first 


hearing aid; the trans-Atlan- 


tic wireless signal; the hamburger. In 1907 came the first washing 
machine, and Bakelite, the first plastic. Soon sfter, the Model T 


Ford and the first neon sign. The Zip 


fastener arrived in 1913. 


In the 1920s there was Prohibition, insulin therapy for diabetes, 
disposable tissue handkerchiefs, penicillin, and the Wall Street 
crash causing the Great American and world depressions 


The '30s bought nylon, completion of the Empire State building, 

sliced bread in stores, the first tape-recorder, and the beginning 

of the Golden Age of radio. In the 1940s appeared the Bikini swim- 
suit, the transistor, the first electronic computer, and the Atomic 
Bomb. DNA, Velcro fastenerss, the contraceptive pill, Sputnik, and 
popularity of television followed in the next decade. In the short 
years to follow came the first human heart transplant, Skylab, pace- 
makers, the Moon landing by Apollo 11, and the Concorde's first 

flight. (Our family tasted pizza for the first time in the early '50s.) 


There was social change, too: desegregation, the Civil Rights and 
the Women's Movements. We witnessed many kinds of marchs (and 
scuffles with police) here in Washington by way of the televised 


news. 


Some things were disappearing (or had 


already done so) by the later 


years of our parents' lives: the crippling disease polio, smallpox, 
the enclosed telephone booth, the rotary-dial telephone, the poly- 
ester leisure suit, and wind-up watches. 


The author, born in Washington, D.C., 


attended public schools in 


Prince Georges County, Maryland, and the University of Maryland. 
His career was in surveying and mapping, beginning with the Demili- 


tarized Zone separating the two Korea 
U. S. Geological Survey, Department o 


s in 1953/54, then with the 
€ the Interior. During retire- 


ment he has been arrarcheology volunteer and writer of historical 


articles and fictional short stories. 
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sylvania German Pioneers. Vol. 1 (7727-1775). Baltimore: Genea+ 


vania, Church Records of the 18th Century. Vol. 2. Westminster | 


Orphan's Court Dockets, 1763-1770, Vol. B:204-205. Will Book 
A:187. York County courthouse, York, PA. 

Tbid. 

Tbia. 

Published works compiled by individuals and genealogical so- 
cieties pertaining to the counties mentioned. 

Strassburger, Ralph Beaver, and William John Hinke, ed. Penn- 
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logical Publishing Co., 1966 (second printing). 
Tax records, The Historical Society of York County, York, PA. | 
Bates, Marlene S., and F. Edward Wright. York County, Pennsyl- 


(MD): Family Line Publications, 1991, pp. 280-281. ; 
Rouse, Parke. The Great Wagon Road from Philadelphia to the Sou 
New York: McGraw Hill book Co., 1973. : 
Ibid. The hazards of traveling this route are discussed througit 
out. : 
Enochs; Indianapolis, Indiana, 1988. Prolegomenon. Also Forewar 
pp- i-il- : . | 
Text of original on microfilm, Department of Cultural Resources 
Division of Archives and History, Archives and Records Section, 
109 East Jones St., Raleigh. Deed cop ordered from Rowan County 
courthouse, Salisbury, NC. Deed book 13, pp. 265-266. Handwriti 
reasonably clear. : 
Copy of "Inventory of Jacob Roland Estate" and sale account fre 
NC Department of Cultural Resources as noted. : 
Copies of Letter and settlement court minute obtained from NC | 
Department of Cultural Resources as noted. Rowan County Minutes 
of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 1773-16800, vol. 4, 4 
pp. 222 and 544. 

Ibid. Page 544. 

Enochs. Entry number 1821, 9 December VITO s : 
Copy of original from Rowan County, NC, courthouse. Deed book | 
pp. 802-803. 
Copies of originals Rowan County. Deed book 16, pp. 13-14 and 4 
Copy of original from Rowan County. Deed book 16, pp. 364-366.. 
Ibid. Deed book 17, page 660: Christian Sears to Mark Shultz, 
25 April 1800. Also adj. property owner, deed, item 18 above. — 
The Brethren Encyclopedia. Vol. 2. Philadelphia, PA, and Oak Br 
IL: The Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., 1983, page 1299. ‘ 
Edwards, Morgan. Materials Towards a History of the Baptists. | 
Vol. 2. Danielsville (GA): Heritage Papers. Copyright: Mary B.- 
Warren. 1984, page 98. ; 
Durnbaugh, Donald F. Fruit of the Vine. A History of the Breth- 


ren 1708-1995. Elgin (IL): Brethren Press, i997): Pp. tS2~<155« 4 
Linn. Salisbury, NC, 1982, page 42, her book. | 
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24. 
2D 


26. 
Zs 


28. 


29. 


30. 


Linn, Jo White. Rowan County, North Carolina, Tax Lists 1757- 
1800. Salisbury, NC, 1995, pp. 139-140. 

Tbid. Introduction, pp. viii-ix. 

Ibid. Page 238. See Sares (Sears). 

Ibid. Ibid. Introduction. See also Linn, ‘Abstracts of the Min- 


utes..-," page 150: exemption for John Sears, Book 5, page 19, 

7 November 1786. 

See copy from Department of Cultural Resources, Division of 
Archives and History, Raleigh, NC. Also see Linn, "Abstracts..., 
reference to Book 4, page 503, 2 August 1785. 

Kincaid, Robert L. The Wilderness Road. Middlesboro, KY, 13973), 
pp. 184-185. 
Central City, 


KY.: Rev. Wendell Sandefur, 1965, page 18. 


31. The 1787 Census of Virginia. Compiled by Netti Schreiner-Yantis 


32 
33. 
34. 
a2 


36. 
ata 


38. 


and Florene Speakman Love. Vol. 1. Springfield (VA): Genealogi- 
cal Books in Print, 1987, page 19. 7 

Bourbon County courthouse. Deed book E, pp. 468-470. 

Thia: Book 6, Po. 130-131. 

Nicholas County index to deeds. Jonas Hon to Daniel Hon, Book G, 
page 1. ~ 
Correspondence from Nicholas County courthouse. Also see Rone, 
"An Historical Atlas...,' page 36. 

Nicholas County court records. Recorded, March court term, 1839. 
Conley, Joan Weissinger. Compiler and editor. Carlisle (KY): Nich- 
olas County Historical Society, Inc., 1976. 

Marriage records, Bourbon County. (Also burial markers, East Un- 
ion cemetery, Nicholas County.) 


39. The Brethren Encyclopedia. Vol. 1., Pp- 626-628; Vol. 2, page 


40. 
41. 


42. 


43. 
44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


935 

Ibid., page 627. Also see Fruit of the Vine, pp. 172176, 2074 
Kentucky Genealogical Records collection, DAR ,Washington, D.C. 
July 1960, No. 47845, Bible, Cemetery, and Church Records, pp. 
289-290. Corinth Christian Church. 

Bourbon County deed book M, pp. 228-229, and page eS ac{ALeo 
Book G, pp. 402-403, Jacob Hon/Hawn to James Tinsley, one acre, 

2 May 1809.) 

White County, Illinois, courthouse, Carmi. 

Illinois Census Returns 1810, 1818. Vol. 14, Collections of the 
Illinois State Historical Library. Springfield, IL. 1935. Also 
Marriages from White County, Illinois by Harriet B. Vaught, 1950. 
See MAC chart, Jackson and Elizabeth (Stuart) Hon: note about 
Callahan on Documentation sheet. 

Waldron (AR): Scott County Historical and Genealogical Society, 
ca. 1996. 

A Boultinghouse family researcher, Marjorie M. Slater, may have 
this and other mid-century letters to and from Texas and Scott 
County. My source was a typed copy. Slater's home address is 88 San 
Marino Avenue, Ventura, California 93003. 

List of Persons and Property Assessed for Taxation in Scott. Coun- 
ty, Arkansas, for 1865 and 1867. Compiled by Delaine Edwards and 
John P. O'’Nale. Waldron (AR): Scott County Historical and Genea- 
logical Society, 1994. 
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49. 


50.. 


a ta 


32 
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54. 


55 


U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Public Services Section, 7450 
Boston Boulevard, Springfield, VA 22153. 
Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers Who Served in 


Organizations from the State of Arkansas. Microfilm M317, Natic 


al Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D. C. 

The author admits to some uncertainty as to Missouri. His late 
father once mentioned this as her birthplae, but federal census 
for 1870, 1900, and 1920, Scott County, say Arkansas. 

Scott County deed book 4, page 233. John Hon to Isaac M. and Ic 
Hon, 3 April 1882. 

Family Group Record, John William Kerr and Miranda Casandra Bat 
ten, 11 May 1992. Ms. Ramona Pickle, 101 Berkshire Street, Vict 
ia, TX 77904-1752. 


Civil War Period Data from Thomas A. Peters' Ledger 1861/62-18¢€ 


Polk County, Missouri. Transcribed and arranged by Maxine Duna- 
way, Springfield, MO, 1984. (DAR Library, Washington, D.C.) 


Records of Guardian's Letters and Bonds. Vol. A. Waldron: Scott 


County Historical and Genealogical Society, 19%:, page 8. 13 Oc 
ober 1885. (See also page 28: Ida E. Moore, guardian of Hugh, } 
nie, Beulah, Edgar E., and Elsie Hon, minors, 7 Aoril 1905.) 
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JONAS AND MARY HON 


saab as ia asm Bs ae 


Probate and Orphan's Court records, York County, Pennsylvania. Wi 
Books A:187 and B:204. Probate for John HAHN, Manchester Township, 
Inventory recorded first in German: surname spelled HON. Widow Bar 
bara relinquished right of administration to her brother, Henry Mil 
Estate settled 1768. Jonas noted as an only child. Barbara noted 4 
wife of John Zere (probably Sears). Migration to Rowan County, Nort 
Carolina, before 1778: Sears in a Dunkard context. Cited as a ne 


juror in court minutes and tax records. No further data on Barbara, 













Fstate sale records for Jacob Rowland/Rowland, 1/79, Rowan County, § 
Widow Mary (nee Keithley/Keathley) noted as “now the wife of Jonas | 
Both bid at sale. Two of her brothers attended. Estate settled 11 a 
1786. Rowan County Minute Book 4:544. Guardianship of Jacob's (and- 
two children, Frina and Gaspar, granted to Gaspar Rowland, Jacob's. 
1785. Materials from N. C. State Archives, Raleigh. (Gaspar Rowland 
taxed in Paradise Township, York County, Pa., 1762.) Letters/Adm.:"} 


Fayette County (District of Kentucky), Va., tax records, Jonas Hon, 


Bourbon County, Ky., tax list for 1800. Clark County for 1793-17956 


Bourbon County and Logan County, Ky., marriage records. 





Will and estate sale records for Jonas Hon, Nicholas County, Ky., 
records. Elizabeth Sears attended the sale. 


Correspondence from Charles A. Gates, Carlisle, Kentucky, clarifyim 
the 1817 boundary change affecting Bourbon and Nicholas counties. | 
U. S. Population Censuses: Bourbon Co., 1810; Nicholas Co., 1820-18 
Montgomery Co. (Ky.), 1870 (Peter Hon); and Harrison Co.(Morgan Tow 
ship), 1850 and 1880. < 


Correspondence from Connie Rowland Farris, 1021 David Drive, Lawrelm 
burg, Ky. 40342. Rowland and Keithley data. Also correspondence fis 
Charlene Shields, P.O. Box 149, Crossville, Ill. regarding Jacob Hts}; 
=| 
The Brethren Settlement along Hinkson Creek and the Ministry of Pel 
Hon: a Study in Kentucky Church History.Thesis by David Barry Elles 
1971. Bethany Theological Seminary, Oak Brook, Ill. Jonas Hon notetO 


Descendants of Jacob Hochstetler, the Immigrant of 1736. Rev. Harve 


Hostetler, D. D.,-1912. Brethren Publishing House, Elgin, Ill. 







Descendants of Jonas Hon, 1740-1838, and Joseph Hon 1742-1825/35.6 
Compiled by Daphne Hon Ramsay. Copied by Diana Wynne, 1981, 19 Brig 
Hill Drive, Houston, Texas 77042. Copy found in Library of Congre” 
Washington, D. C. < 
of Rowan Co., N. C., Nicholas Co., Ky., Indiana af 


t s 





The Sears Famil | 
Missouri. W. Wayne Smith. Transcribed 1942 by Ben Dixon, Washingt 


D. C. Allen County Public Library, Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 
Bourbon Co. deeds, Book E:468 (1801), Book 62130 (1802). 
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JACOB AND SUSANNAH HON 


a 
} 


-~Federal census, Bourbon County, Kentucky, 1810. Jacob Hon and fam 


—-Marriage records, Posey County, Indiana. 
-1818 census, White County, Illinois. Susan Hahn head of havea Lal 
9 inhabitants. Neighbors: Daniel Boltinghouse, Daniel Brown, and i 
Jonathan Stewert. 7 


‘ 
-~Marriage bonds, Logan County, Kentucky. j 
: 
i 
i 
















-~Marriage record for Jackson Hon, White County marriage records. 


County courthouse, Carmi, Illinois. Four items: cash $40; one rif} 
gun, $15; bed and bedclothes, $10; one axe, $<. : 


~Correspondence from Ms. Charlene Shields, P. O. Box 149, Crossvil 
illinois 62827. ; 


-~Correspondence from Fred C. Rathbun, 4672 South Fountain Circle, 
Littleton, Colorado 80127. Rathbun has a "Stewart" family histo 
book in progress. | 


-Scott County, Arkansas, records for Jackson Hon: Federal censuses 
1840-1870; land purchases, General Land Office; burial marker; ta 
records, 1865, 1867, Scott County. ' 


-~Alexander Allison in Jackson Hon's household, Scott County census 
1850. Laborer, age 17, born Illinois. 


~Shawneetown Land District records, General Land Office (now Bured 
of Land Management, Federal government). Jacob Hahn,Bourbon Coun 
Kentucky, making payments on a half of Section 25, Township 4 Sou 
Range 10 East. The 80 acres wer southeast of Crossville, Phillips 
Township, White County. First payment made in 1815. 


-Family History of the Johnstons, Hons, Hughes, Browns, Sullivans, 


Knights, and others. Alexander Johnston, 1898. Supplementary inl 
mation by David W. Johnston, 1900. E. O. Westfall, Publ .:Crossvij 


Illinois. Copy received from Charlene Shields. 





~Illinois admitted to the Union in 1iSts. 


-~Bourbon County land deeds: Jacob Hon (deed spelling also Hawn an 
Haun) to Tinsley, 2 May 1809, one acre, Book G:402; Jacob and Sl 
¢anna Hon to Darland, 23 1/4 acres..."on Somerset Branch of Hinj 
son," 19 September 1816. Witnesses: John Hon (brother) and Abrahé 
Kern; Same date: Both sell to Sparks, 35 acres, same area. Last | 
deeds in Book M: 228 and 231. Susanna signed with an X on last tI 
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JACKSON AND ELIZABETH HON 


-U. S. Federal census records, 1840, 1850, 1860, and 1870, Scott 
County, Arkansas. National Archives, Washington, D. C. 


-Abstracts of Boultinghouse family letters from typed copies by M™M: 
Beth Sharp. Abstracts furnished by my relative Ramona Pickle, 10 
Berkshire, Victoria, Texas 77904, 1992. 


-History of Scott County, Arkansas. Henry G. McCutchen. 1922. Li- 
brary of Congress, Washington, D. C. 


-A Scott County Scrapbook. Norman Goodner. 1982. Mansfield: Frank 
Boyd. 


-Scott County in Retrospect. Charles E. Goodner. 1976. Frank Boyd 
Publisher. 


-Scott County Days Gone By. Norman Goodner. 1983. Waldron: T and E 

Printing Services. ; 
-Correspondence with Boultinghouse/Hon researcher Marjorie R. Sla 
88 San Marino Avenue, Ventura, California 93003. , 


-Correspondence with Hon researcher (Illinois) Charlene Shields, 
P. O. Box 149, Crossville, Illinois. 62827. 


-Court record, White County, Illinois, courthouse: marriage of El 
beth Stewart and Jackson Horn. 


-~Correspondence with Fred C. Rathbun, 4672 South Fountain Circle, 
Littieton, Colorado 601.27, 1992. 


~Cemeteries of Scott County, Arkansas. Wanda McGaugh. 1988. Scott 
County Historical and Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 1560, Wal- 


dron, Arkansas 72958-1560. 


_-Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Western Arkansas. Goodspee 


1891. Southern Publishing Company. 


-List of Persons and Property Assessed for Taxation in Scott Coun 

Arkansas for 1865 and 1867. Compiled by Delaine Edwards and John 
O'Nale. 1994. Waldron:Scott County Historical and Genealogical § 
ciety. Jackson, in 1865, was taxed for 1475 acres. 


An excerpt from a 1854 Boultinghouse letter regarding Jackson Ho 
Had "gotten quite rich" and "has 2 jacks, a blacksmith shop, a v 
good distillery, horses, mules, cattle, sheep, and hogs, and has 


-400-acres in cultivation, mostly rented at 10 bushels an acre." 


Another letter. 5 August 1851, notes Jackson's eldest daughter d 
26 July 1851 of "dead paulsy." 


-Correspondence from Winna Tharp, P. O. Box 126, Waldron, AR 7295 
regarding marriage of Jackson Hon and Elizabeth Callahan in Whit 
County, Illinois. Other correspondence from Vera Stuart, Waldron 
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PETER AND SUSAN HON 


U. S. Population Census, 1850, Hickman Township, Scott County, 
Arkansas. Peter, age 13, born Illinois. 


U. S. Population Census, 1860, same township and county, Arkan- 
sas. Peter and Susan Hon household. Ages 23 and 17, respectively. 
Value of real estate, $360; personal property, $200. 


U. S. Population Census, 18/70, same townsip and county, Arkansas. 
Household not found. Son Isaac, nine years old, listed in house- 
hold of Peter's sister and husband, Sarah and Thomas McAnally. 
Census dwelling number, 223; Jackson Hon's, 226. No trace of Su- 
san found on this township census. 


Family bible notes kept by Ida Elizabeth and Isaac Monroe Hon. A 
copy sent by me to the Scott County Historical and Genealogical 
Society, P. O. 1560, Waldron, Arkansas. (No data about Peter and 
Susan appears in the bible page notes.) : 


Communications from Ms. Ramona L. Pickle, May 1992, regarding - 
Boultinghouse family. Her address is 101 Berkshire, Victoria, 
Texas 77904-1752. 


Microfilm viewed at the National Archives and Records Admini-~ 
stration, Washington, D. C.: Compiled Service Records of Confeder- 
ate Soldiers who Served in Organizations from: the State of Arkan- 
sas. A summary of muster and other cards as follows: 


-Fnlisted 20 (or 29) November 1861, Fort Smith, Arkansas. Private 
Captain Arbuckle's Company, Rector's Regiment. 


-Private, Company F, 17th Arkansas Infantry Regiment (Ceittitn' 6; 
Died of "Phennomonia"(pneumonia), 1 February 1862 in Confederate 
States Army hospital, Bentonville, Benton County, Arkansas. 


Neither the Benton County Historical Society nor the Scott County 
Genealogical and Historical Society have any information on a_bur- 
ial place for Peter. The Old Hon (Lower Hon) cemetery (inactive), 
just south of the town of Hon, Scott County, was searched without 
success for burials of Peter and Susan (The cemetery was on Jack- 
son Hon's land for many years). No pension activity (assuming she 
lived somewhere until 1892, the year Arkansas granted them) found 
for Susan. My late father, Edgar E. Hon, formerly of Scott County 
and a grandson, had no significant information on them. He did 
leave a locket with Peter's photographic image and a small black 
case with the same for Susan. I've had them enlarged for inclus- 
ion in this narrative. A sister, Janet L. Chinn, of Annapolis, Ma 
land, now has both of these and the negatives. Prints have been 
sent to the Society in Waldron, Arkansas. 
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ISAAC AND IDA HON 


-~Birth and marriage data on page of Ida and Isaac Hon's bible kept 
by son, Edgar E. Hon. The compiler has a copy as does the SCoLt 
County Historical and Genealogical Society. Both have a circa 
1897 family group photograph. 


-~Personal knowledge of Edgar E. Hon and his siblings. 
-Newspaper obituaries for Dora Elsie and Minnie Elzada. 


-~Death record for Hugh Hon furnished by Kansas State Board of Heal 
Social Security application dated 1936 sent by Railroad Retiremer 
Board, Chicago, Illinois. Hugh and Beulah listed in 1920 Federal 
census for Sebastian County, Arkansas. E.D. 145, Sheet 19. 


—~Communications to and from Ms. Ramona Pickle, Victoria, Texas, 
and her mother, Dorothy Lee Mitchell, Tyler, Texas. 


-~Family burial plot (low concrete wall) was verified from a family 
photograph in April 1997 by Ms. Betty Leeper, Scott County Histor 
cal and Genealogical Society. Plot is about 50 feet from the Pote 
River. | 


-Federal population census, Hickman Township, Scott County: Isaac 
Hon, age 9, living with his aunt and uncle, Sarah and Thomas McAr 
"Kasander" (Casandra) and daughter Ida E. listed in household of 
Daniel L. Stone, her second husband. Casandra, Ida E., and Isaac 
were not found on the 1880 census of this county. 


-Ida Elizabeth Hon listed as head of household on 1900 census of | 
man Township, and is listed as a widow on the 1920 census. 


-Marriage record books, Scott County: 

Book D:383. J. J. Coker and Elsie Hon. 

Book C:269. Ida Hon and W. A. Moore. 

Book C:467. Jefferson S. Mitchell and Minnie E. Hon. 


-A History of Hon, Arkansas (Formerly Poteau). Allen Burl Syler. 


Waldron: Scott County Historical and Genealogical Society. Publi- 
cation date ?1996? Ida, Isaac, and many others noted. 


-13 October 1885. $600 guardianship bond. Isaac M. Hon, guardian ¢ 
Christina Mabus (spelled "Nabers"). Mabus listed as an 8-year-ol« 
step-daughter of Daniel L. Stone on 1880 federal census, Scott Cc 


-~Ida E. Moore named guardian of Hugh, Minnie, Beulah, Edgar E., a! 
Elsie Hon, minors, April 1905. 


-Deed, February 1885. Parties named: J. C. and Caroline (widow of 
son Hon) Minyard, John, Daniel, David Stuart, and Isaac M. Hon. ] 
now' vicinity town of Hon. Also deed book 4:233 (1882) and 255 (1 
properties sold by Isaac and Ida to John and Daniel Hon. 
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EDGAR E. AND STELLA M. HON 


-Personal knowledge of parents, sibling, and home life. 
-~Birth certificate for mother from Columbia County, Pa., courthouse. 


-~Family bible birthdate for father, siblings, and parents. Bible note 
kept by Ida E. Hon, Scott County, Arkansas. 





-~Telephone directory, Washington, D. C., 1928: Stella and Alta Sitle 


-~Federal census, Scott County, Arkansas, 1900: Ida (widowed) and chi’ 
dren. 


-Draft registration card and U. S. Army induction papers. Served in ] 
in World War I. Honorable discharge dated 1919. Card: National Arch: 


Atlanta, Ga. 


—~Personal history form, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 
D. C. Dated 1926, time of initial employment. National Personnel Re 
Center, St. Louis, Missouri. 


-Wedding announcement card. Marriage related data. 

-Telephone directory, Washington, D. C., 1928; Edgar E. Hon, printer 
-Birth certificates for self and sister. Sibley hospital, Washington 
-Death certificates for both parents. Copies from State of Maryland. 


-Family album with photographs and clippings (and other family group 
sheets for Sitler and Hon past generations). All kept by sister and 
husband, Janet L. and Richard T. Chinn, 920 Perry Landing Court, An 


olis, Maryland 21401. 
(or 101) 


Address of family ca. 1932 to 1937: 110 Garfield Avenue, Hyattsvill 
Maryland. Garfield now a numbered street. 


~Memberships: American Legion, International Typographical Union (T[1 
Hyattsville Methodist Church (for both parents). 
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ADDENDUM 


JOHN SEARS 
i (Johannes Zaher, the immigrant) 
use. = (Age 60: 1786 N.C. poll tax) 
: | 
notes M'd 


b 







: 10 : 
itlery 2. BARBARA HAHN (Widow of John Hahn, 
&§ parents of Jonas Hon,:born ca. 1755.) 
| chil® 
4 Children of Sears/Hon marriage? 
in 


Archit , $$ $$$ : 
' JOHN SEARS CHRISTIAN SEARS 








: & (Johannes Zaher) 

igton,, . (“Sr." and “over 45". on: 1810 
1 Req Bourbon County, Ky., census.) 

M'd 

; { 3 
i) 2 in. 1. Catherine (Conrad?) 
inter; . 2. > 
igton 
land. aio, ners i 
t JOMN SEARS ("Jr." and “age 26-45" 

ea on 1810 Bourbon County, Ky., census.) 
r and] 


mS | 
C, ATP riot M'd 1805 





oe ELIZABETH HON 

ir (Daughter of Jonas and 
: Mary Hon.) 
m (Ig GEORGE SEARS 

a 

M'd 

| 

CATHERINE HON 
(Daughter of Jonas and 
Mary Hon.} 


Chart showing relationships of Hon/Hahn and Sears/ 
Zaher families, North Carolina and Kentucky. Some 
data could not be confirmed. 
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ADDENDUM, AUGUST 1998S 


During the nine month period of time between the present and the c 
pletion of this narrative, the author attempted to learn something 
more about John and Barbara Hahn and her brother, Henry Miller, al 
York County, Pennsylvania, in 1758. One hope was to find clues tha 
would lead to the identification of the first Hahn immigrant to th 
country who was of our line--I had already seen that there were ma 
of this surname (and variants thereof), virtually all having the f 
or saint's, name of Johann, or Johannes. Miller was to prove formi 
again--there are just too many Henry and Heinrich Millers (and Mul 
and Millars) in the records in York and southeastern Pennsylvania 
that early time who are not "developed" enough to work with where 
of family relationship is needed. 


All records used in the compilation of the narrative were gone OVE 
and again in the hopes of finding something, some Littie clue,., tha 
missed at first: land records of York,: church records (which inclt 
marriages, births, baptisms, and some deaths), will and probates 1 
and the "Evidence of..." collections prepared years ago by the His 
cal Society of York County about the Miller, Bott, and Ziegler fan 
before 1840. The search included Lancaster County (from which York 
taken in 1749) record books and examination of some wills ordered 
the county archives. There were many Hahns in Philadelphia records 
felt that this port city might have been our ancestor's residence 
to his appearance in York--but very few with any kind of biographi 


In sum, the research was unsuccessful. I found no facts or substar 
evidence that would cause me to add to or change in any way what : 
sented about these three people in the preceeding story. In addit: 
found nothing to support a claim that any one or all of these thre 
of anabaptist (Dunkard) leanings. No Dunkard congregation registel 
found in York from that period (indeed, they may never have been ] 
there were no church edifices until much later), but John and Bar] 
could have been married by church bann (public announcement only) 
their son, Jonas, baptised as an adult according to the sect's do 
This may have taken place in North Carolina. 


In volume 1 of the 3-volume work, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, Db’ 
Beaver Strassburger and originally published by the Pennsylvania | 
Society in 1934, there appear four persons on the passenger L.3ts 
could have been our John Hahn of York County: Johanes Haan, arriv 
delphia 9 September 1749 aboard the ship Saint Andrew; Johannes H 
rived 27 September 1746 aboard the Ann Galley. (Interestingly, he 
ed next to a Domas Hahn who might have been the Thomas Hon appear 


‘the Berks County, Pennsylvania, tax list for Tulpehoccon Township 


Johannes Hahn, arrived on 7 November 1754 on the John and Elizabe 
Johannes Hen who arrived on the Ketty, 16 October 1752. A fifth, 

Hahn, of York County, too, is well covered in Lorena Shell Eaker '' 
German Speaking People West of the Catawba River in North Carolin 
1800. (Franklin, NC: Genealogy Publishing Service.) I could determ 


ing about these four from other names and data on the lists. Perh 
reader can help. 
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waffles. Along with these, 
and surmised during the recent years of researching the histories 
A | of our two families. May the reader enjoy. 

* Bearing in mind that the currant roll is made of biscuit dough-- 


CURRANT ROLLS AND WAFFLES: 
A SUNDAY EVENING TRADITION 


Edgar R. Hon 
New Year's day, 2000 


During the late 1930s, and continuing through the 1940s, we-- 
the family of Stella M. and Edgar E. Hon, formerly living in 


the town of Bladensburg, Prince Georges County, Maryland--al- 


most always made and enjoyed one or the other of these food 
items on Sundays around 6 to 7 o'clock. One Sunday, Mom would 
make the currant rolls; Pop would make waffles and bacon the 
next. My sister, Janet, and I would help: setting the table 


‘with plates and silverware, or washing up and drying when the 


meal was over. The folks ate in the dining room, but Janet and 


I headed for the living room floor in front of a floor-model 
es lig radio cabinet (a Majestic, I think) and dialed up the popular 
Hist¢ 

famil 

York § 
* rolls and a glass of milk. The rolls would keep for days re- 


comedy and drama shows of that period--Jack Benny, Burns and 
Allen, The Shadow, and many others. What a treat!--waffles 
smothered in syrup and butter, bacon on the side, or currant 


frigerated or in a lidded cake pan, and were good dunked in 
coffee. 


ber Mom or Pop telling us about enjoying these in their own homes 
earlier in the century, that their parents made them and passed 
the recipes along, either written or in oral form. Nonetheless, 


Janet had preserved the recipe Mom used, which I reproduce here, 


and I believe I can recollect the ingredients that went into the 
I include some thing that were found 


all-purpose, enriched wheat (white) flour; salt; baking powder; 


3s, by! and milk--there is an account found in an old Pennsylvania county 
lia Ge 
ists Wo 
crived 
2s Hale 
, he & 
pearil 
ship | oe o 
sabetee the Indian tribes to keep the Allemangel and other fron- 
thi. ¢ . 
ker's® 
olinay 
termifl 
Perhap 


history that links biscuits and one of our ancestors, Dietrich 
Sitler. During the French and Indian War (1754-1763), Sitler 
lived in what was called by the German settlers, Allemangel, a 
stretch of sparsely populated frontier land that joined the 


northwestern part of Berks County and the southwestern part of 
Northampton (now in Lehigh County). The French, anxious that the 


settlers would eventually move westward, toward the Ohio Valley, 


tier areas under attack--burning farmsteads, stealing livestock. 
Sitler had helped build a log church near what is now the town of 


New Tripoli. One Sunday a party of Indians attacked the church 
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just as the congregants were heating pans full of biscuits for 
after-service socializing and sharing of news. Already armed, 
ready for trouble, they threw open the door and windows and re- 
sponded with whatever they could shoot or throw. The raiding 
party, met with a hail of hot lead--and hot biscuits!--decided 
to call off the attack and withdraw. 


Pop's waffles--made with cornmeal--may have been his harkening 
back to the years of his youth in Winfield, a settlement (then, 
and called such now), in very agricultural Scott County,  Arkan- 
sas; to a time when corn was still the predominant grain grown 
there, as well as throughout the South. Probate inventories, re- 
corded between 1881 and 1913, show that oats were a modest second 
and that wheat--long a staple of northern states--was almost negli 
gible; a few bushels, maybe a dozen or two. 


Grandmother Ida, twice widowed and with seven little ones to feed, 
would surely have prepared a variety of foodstuffs from both corn 
and cornmeal, possibly corn flour. Hominy, corncakes, cornbread, 4 
corn pudding would have graced their table at a time before pack- 
aged sliced bread and other food we take for granted now; found 
easily at a supermarket, and easy to prepare in comparison. 


The inventories show that the families kept dozers of jugs of mo- 
lasses as a sweetener and had "molasses pitchers" on hand in the 
kitchen. Listed, too, were lots (hundreds of pounds was common) of 
sides of bacon. Some families had "pnairs of waffle irons" in the 
late 1800s; these were probably long-handled, hinged devices that 
could be loaded with batter and then placed on a hot wood-burning 
stove. Other items were dairy cows, beehives, and coffee mills. 


So, Pop may have brought forward a little of a past tradition; may 
be wanted us kids to try cornmeal waffles. With syrup, though, anc 
not molasses. He used bacon fat--a tablespoon or so--to add bacon 
taste to the batter. I watched him spoon it in and stir it up. But 
we kids were active and could burn off fat. Not so easy now, thouc 


CINNAMON CURRANT ROLLS STELLA HON 
Contributed by her daughter, Janet Chinn, Annapolis, Maryland 


2 cups all-purpose, or unbleached, flour 

2 tablespoons baking powder 

4 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut into bits, 
for the dough 

3 tablespoons unsalted butter for the spread 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/3 cup sugar, brown best 

2/3 cup milk 

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 

1/2 cup currants (or raisins), softened, if necessary, in warm 
water 


5D 


a 
-_ 


ond 


tel 


In a bowl sift together the flour, salt, and baking powder. 
Blend in the bits of butter until the mixture resembles coarse 
meal. Add milk and knead the dough until it becomes stiff but 
maneagable. Roll the dough out into a large 1/4-inch-thick 
square on a floured surface. Put the remaining butter, cinna- 
mon, and sugar into a pan and blend over low heat. Spread the 


mix over the dough and add currants (or raisins). Roll up in 


jelly-roll fashion and cut into one-inch slices. Place the 
slices a little apart on a lightly greased cookie sheet and 
bake in a preheated 400-degree oven for 15 minutes or until 


? done. 
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| WAFFLES 
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/ #2 eggs, or an equal amount of egg-product liquid 
ji, and 1 tablespoon sugar 

* 1/2 teaspoon salt 

> 21/2 teaspoons baking powder 
= 1 3/4 cups milk 


| 1 cup all-purpose flour 


1e 


the 
1at 
ing 


2 e 
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= 1 cup yellow cornmeal, stone-ground 

@ 1/4 cup vegetable oil or melted butter 

of Bo 

* Combine milk, eggs (or egg-product), and oil with dry ingredi- 
7 ents and stir briefly. 


| Toppings can be honey, molasses, maple syrup, or marmelade. But, 
_ an extra good one is a melted mixture of equal parts butter, 
brown sugar, and orange juice. (This from France, not Arkansas.) 
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HISTORY OF THE HONN FAMILY 
OF 
COLES COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 1676 - 1938 


Bs 





a Genealogical Record of the Honn family which settled in Coles County, Illinois, | 


m Compiled by Mamie Honn in collaboration with her Mother, Mary Louisa Honn nee 
# Zimmerman. | 


] 


FORWARD 


Hin compiling this history I have endeavored to put down the facts as accurately 
Bas is humanly possible, in order that a true record of Our ancestry may be preserved 
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E The gathering of a family history is an arduous and time consuming task. Never— 
theless it is a labor of love, in the anticipation of the satisfaction that 
#future generations will have in the reading of it and learning of their early 
ancestry. 
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eI send it out with a prayer that, in pondering it, the reader may be inspired 


i! 


tit 


pWith a just pride of ancestry, because of the Christian ideals our forefathers 
ghave always striven to uphold, 
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ee History of the Honn Family December 1938 | 
Fxeliable data concerning our earliest ancestors in America are very meager at ; 
sthis time, Family traditions handed dow orally, say that the first of the name 
gto emigrate to this country were Adam Hon and Peter K. Hon, who were German Bap- 
ftist or Dunkard preachers. In 1696, a period in German history when the country 
Ewas-torn with wars, these two preachers, supposedly brothers, emigrated from 
Frankfort, Germany and settled in Pennsylvania, probably in the vicinity of what 
was later Chester County. Those early war weary Germans, migrating to Pennsylvania 
from their war ravaged homes, spoke the Verman tongue of their homeland and the 
jlanguage was handed down from mouth to mouth for many generations, 
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Absolom Carter Hon, one of the pioneers who settled in Dlinois in 1858 and his 
wife conversed with one another in the Genmn tongue. 


The women wore close fitting bonnets and 
Shawls, and broad brimmed hats shaded bearded masculine faces. They fastened 
their clothes with hooks and eyes and never used a button, 


Later these two preachers, Adam and Peter K, Hon, moved to Virginia. Peter K, 
on If was born in Virginia iin 1712, and moved to Kentucky about 1720. He was 
arried in 1735 to Matilda Schultz and later to Catherine Bramlet. The children 

Were: Adam, Jonas, Andrew, Isaac, “illiam and Peter K. Isaac and Jonas of this 


family were preachers, and preachedin Dutch and German. Isaac had two preacher 
Sons, Peter and Daniel. 


a-er was a Dunkard preacher, and was bor October 1791 and died March 21, 1876. 
/¢ was married Feb, 25, 1808, and had ten children. He was buried in East Union 
Cemetery near Carlisle, Kentucky. He preached in “Yutch and German. The early court 


records in Nigholas county show that me married more couples than any other preacher 


Setween 1819 and 1855, 
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The records show that Bible names were given male members of the early Hon 
families, almost without exception, the ones most highly favored being John and @ 
Peter. 


There is a fragment of history taken from a volume entitled "Kentucky Pioneers", 
written by J. A. Thomas of Carlisle, Kentucky, Carlisle being the county seat of 
Nicholas County where the pioneer home of our ancestor Daniel Hon was located. 
The fragment follows: 


"On or about the year of 1800 a number of families came from Virginia to Kentucky 
and located in the east end of Bourbon county, and the south part of Nicholas county, 
They were all members of the German Baptist church, known as the Dunkard church. 
‘They built a church at the forks of Somerset Creek, in Nicholas County, which they 
named East Union. They spoke the German language. Their Bibles were printed in 
German and they sang and preached in German. 


The family names were: Blount, Hon (spelled Hahn in German), Molar, Crose, and 
Shrought. Among the first preachers were Jonas Hon (or Hahn) and Abraham Shrought, 
the former was a brother of our ancestor Isaac Hon, and the later was one of the 
great grandfathers of the compiler. As above stated they preached in the German 
Language. My Mother told me when she was about six years old she went to the East 
Union church with her. Grandmother. When they were near the church, they washed 
their feet in the creek and put on their shoes, which they had carried in their 
hands from home. Being thus "diked out"! they went on to church where they found the 
men seated on one side and the women on the other. Shen the preaching was over a | 
number of wash pands and towels were brought forward and the women washed each other's 
feet, while the men did likewise. The members of the Dunkard church were strictly 
opposed to going to waror fighting in a battle, hence they took no part in the 
American Revolution, and their descendants cannot be members of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution," 





hkhether the foregoing statement concerning this branch of Honns and the American 
Revolution is correct or not, the compiler has not been able to determine. However, 
the Pennsylvania State Library contains records of a number of Honns who served in 
this war from Pennsylvania. ; 


The authentic history of the Coles County, Illinois, branch of the Honn family begins 
with Daniel Hon, who was a native of Kentucky or Pennsylvania, it is not certaibly 
known which. As stated before, he was the son of the preacher, Isaac Hon and a 
brother of Peter Hon, the Dunkard preacher. The Coles County History says that, “he 
was aman of excellent Christian character and a member of the Reformed Church, in 
which he officiated for many years, as Deacon, and also as a local preacher. He | 
always had a love for country life, and was the owner of a good farm in Nicholas 
County, where he spent the greater part of his time." 
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He was born about 1786. He was twice married, his second wife being Annie Ebberman 
who was born in 1797 in Nicholas County, Kentucky, and died August 26, 1857, she 
being sixty years of age. They were married as nearly as can be determined in 1810. 
Daniel Hon died June 25, 1826, being only about forty years of age. 
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It is interesting to note here, that his wife Annie, was oly twenty-nine years of 
age at the time of his death and was left with a family of seven children, the 
youngest only one and one-half months old, and the oldest about fourteen years of 
age. Too mich credit cannot be given this brave pioneer Mother who, with fortitude 
and Christian faith, brought up her fatherless children in the fear and admonition 
of the Lord, 





In the month of August of the present year (1938), James Wilbur Honn and his wife 
Winona and his Mother, Mrs. Uda Guyer Honn, visited the old Honn homestead in 
Nicholas County, Kentucky. They found the cemetery in the churchvard of the old 


. 


Ht Union church where many of the Honn ancestors are buried. Mrs. Winona Honn 
~ s given me the following: "To go to the Honn homestead, so straight on from East ! 
_aion (West), cross a bridge, then turn in at second gate. As we went up through the | 
field we crossed a creek (no bridge, Just rock bottom). ‘The barn lot was all rock | 
jt seemed. Mr. Sam Heiser who lives there now, said the middle room was a log room, | 
put now had been sealed and sided, then other rooms built to it. He showed us under | 
one corner which was dug back into the hill and sided up with ro€ks. This, he had been if 
i 
| 
| 






told was the negro quarters. There were two old log buildings on the place. He said 
they may have been barns years ago". Just as we left East Union going west and at the 
foot of the hill, we found the old graveyard and the place where the old East Union 
church stood. One woman we talked to, remembered as a child that this brick church 
was torn down and a frame church built at the top of the hill just at the edge of 
East Union. he stopped at the graveyard, but there wes so much poison ivy we did not 
look far, but did find the stone of a Peter Hon born October 1791, died March 21, | 
1876. We could see where the foundation of the old church was. 


on 
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The following is a certified copy of the Will of Daniel Hon from the Nicholas County 
Court records: 





————s 


"In the name of God, Amen, the fifteenth day of March, 1826, I, Deniel Hon, of 
Nicholas County and State of Kentucky, being weak in body, but of sound mind and 
disposing memory, for which I thank God, and calling to mind the mortality of my 
body and knowing it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this 
my last will and testament. First of all I give and recommend my Soul into the 
__ hands of God who gave it and my body to the earth to be buried in a decent and Christ- 
Ni@ian like manner, and being desirous to dispose of all my worldly estate as it has 
We pleased God to bless me with in this life, I give, devise and dispose of in the 
| manner following: 
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I desire that all my just debts and funeral expenses be paid out of money on hands. 
After my debts and funeral expenses are paid, I give to my wife, Anny Hon, all my 
estate, both real and personal, during the time that she contines a widow, but if 
she should marry again, then in that case only one-third part of my estate, both real 
and personal, during her natural life, and in the balance of the perishable part of 
my estate to be sold and the money arising thence from to be laid out for the support 
of my children, and after her decease I give the whole of my estate, both real and 
personal, to my children here-in-after to be named, to be divided among them equally 
and enjoyed by them forever. After my wife's decease, I desire that the plantation 
be rented out and the money arising therefrom to be paid out for the education and 
support of all of my children, until the youngest child becomes of age, and after 
that the land to be sold and all the money arising therefrom, and what may have 
arisen from the sale of the perishable of my estate not made use of, shall be 
equally divided among my children, to wit: Hezekiah Blount Hon, Peter Keathley Hon, 
| Sally Ann Hon, Andrew Eberman Hon, Samuel Davis Hon, Absolom Carter Hon, Daniel 
| William Hon, and one yet unborn, which I give them, their executors, Administrators 
' and assigns forever." 





"And lastly I do hereby constitute and appoint my friends, Jacob Baker and Hezekiah 
B. Hon as executors of this my last will and testament, hereby revoking all others 
or former wills or testaments by me heretofore made." 
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iq) "In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this fifteenth 
day of March, 1826. 





/s/ Daniel Honn (Seal) 


Signed, sealed, published and delivered as and for the last will and testament of 
hn ahawa namod Nanial Han in the nresence a f WS « 


. a 
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Nicholas County Sct. - July tern, 1826. This instrument of writing purporting to Pi 
be the last will and testament of Daniel Hon deceased, was this day produced in ‘fe 
open court, and proven by the oaths of James Quiett and Peter Hon, subscibing wit- ie. 
nesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded, which is done accordingly. | 
Attest: /s/ Horace Metcalfe, C.N.C.C. i 

e 

A true copy Attest: /s/ John F. Sugg, Clerk. Nicholas County, Kentucky. t 
The record of the sale of the plantation, referred to in the will of Daniel Hon, was eh 
found in the court records of Nicholas County as follows: The farm comprised 1414 ie 
acres of land. It was sold thirty-one years after the will was made, on Nov. 2, 1857, ler 
for the sum of $5,402.16 to John N. Reed and son George Reed. The Reeds owned this Es 
tract until about twenty years ago. At the present time Sam Heizer owns part of Es 
this ladn, and he paid $50.00 per acre for it. EO 
| ES 

Other land records found by James Wilbur Honn and his wife Winona, at the Nicholas on 
County Court House are: Jonas Hon bought land from Foyler 1820. Peter Hon bought land E 
from Thomas “ilson 1842, also from Thomas Moore. Samuel D. Hon bought land from BT 
Court House Door 1846. Absolom Hon sold land in 1856. Peter Hon bought land from Ej 
Moore 1852; also from Moore 1855. El 
Ew 

History about the first son, Hezekiah Blount Hon, is very meager at this time. He ‘TEs 
was probably born about 1812. He was married to Miranda Beck and they had one dau- | é 


ghter Margaret, who mrried James Ellington and died young. She had no children. 
I have not been able to find the date of the death of Hezekiah but he had died before 
noe sale of his father's estate in 1857 in Kentucky. 





| 
The second son Peter Keathley Hon, was a man of much prominence in Coles County, and 
history has a great deal to say about him. He was born July 22, 1814, in Nicholas 
County, Kentucky, near Carlisle. At the time of his father's death he was only twelve 
years of age. He passed his early years on a farm, and at the age of eighteeh began 
the trade of a blacksmith. In 1835 he decided to follow Horace Greeley's advice, 
"Go west young man, Go west", and accordingly joined the family of Jeremiah Powell, 
and with them made the journey to Illinois with a horse team and two ox teams; they 
stopped in Fdgar County where Mr. Powell settled. After spending a short time in 
Edgar County and about six months in Sangamon County, working at his trade he came 
. in 1836, at the age of twenty-two years, to Hitesville and opened a blacksmith shop. 
This was twenty-two years before any of his brothers came to Illinois. He was married 
on June 22, 1837, to Matilda Woods, who was born in Madison County, Kentucky, April 
19, 1817 and died in Ashmore, Illinois, April 15, 1891. About five years later he 
‘purchased a quarter section of land and later bought other lands. In 1875 he retired 
to Abhmore, Illinois. At the age of fifteen he became a member of the “hristian 
Church and afterwards was ordained a minister. He was actively interested in the 
public affairs of the township and county. He held many township offices; was post-_ 
master three years, chairman of the Board of Supervisors one year; vice president of 
the Agricultural- Society: for three years, school director and trustee for many years; 
foreman of the Grand Jury many years and Justice of the Peace four ferms. 
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My parents remember him very well. In his travels on horseback, which was the common 
mode of getting from plate to place, he wore a long black broadcloth cape that reached 
o his knees and sometimes in the foldest weather he wore a gray plaid shawl. He 
was a fine looking man and dressed well. He died in Ashmore, July 30, 1893, at the 
age of seventy-nine. He was the father of six children all born in Illinois as 
follows: ‘william Sanford born October 12, 1838: died Oct. 24, 1912. Martha Ann born 
February 27, 1844: died May 16, 1919. Peter Keathley born September 3, 1847: died 
May‘30, 1872. Sarah Emma born July 12, 1849: died February 22m 1909. Sammel Fenry 
born March 23, 1853: died Tanuarv 1. 1922. Mary Ellen born September 2, 1856: died 


\ 
i) 
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fe third child of Daniel and Annie Honn was a daughter, Sarah Ann, known as Aunt 
ally in her later days in Illinois. She was born Dec. 24, 1815 in Nicholas county, 
<entucky. She never married but remained at home with her Mother to be a comfort and 
solace to her in her decling years. After her mother's death she made her home with 
1er sister Martha Shulse, coming to Illinois with her in 1858. She owned forty acres 
sf land. She died September 22, 1886 at the age of seventy. 


[he fourth child of Daniel and Annie Honn and Annie Honn was Andrew Eberman. He was 
orn about 1817, and must have died young in Kentucky. I have not been able to find 
11s record. 7 


fhe fifth child of Daniel and Annie Honn was Samel Yavis (the compiler's grandfather) 
yho was born January 5, 1819 in Nicholas County, Kentucky. During his early life 
school advantages were very limited, and his education was obtained very largely by 
»bservation and experience. He was married February 8, 1844 in Kentucky to Hannah 
shrout who was born near Yharpsburg in Bourbon County, Kentucky, October 21, 1821, 

ind died at Kansas, Illinois, April 23, 1894 at the age of seventy three years. 


[In 1857 he left his home in Lexington, Kentucky and set out on horseback, making the 
journey to Illinois alone. He came to the home of his brother Beter Keathley, who 
lived about six miles southwest of Kansas at Hitesville. He was well enough _pleased 
vith the country that the next year he went back and brought his family, and they were 
iccompanied by his brother-in-law Abram Shulse and his family. They arrived by cover- 
od wagon at Hitesville early in November 1858, and six months later moved to a farm he 
iad purchased on November 8, 1858 in Oakland township, where he lived until he retired 
fF) Kansas, Illinois, in 1875. He purchased land from time to time until he became a 
“irge landholder. History says he lived a public spirited and honorable life and was 
iighly respected by all who knew him. He was always interested in promoting the cause 
f religion, and, with his wife, was a member of Prairie Union church. He died on 
ipril 24, 1888, at the age of sixty-nine. He was the father of nine children, only 
me of whom survives, James Robinson Honn (the father of the compiler of this history) 
The children are as follows: Andeew Eberman born November 11, 1844 in Kentucky: died 
‘une 3, 1845 in Kentucky. Sarah Elizabeth, born April 30, 1846, in Kentucky: died 
uly 6, 1877 in Illinois. Abraham George born May 6, 1847 in Kentucky: died December 
', 1934 in Illinois. Anna Jane born August 4, 1849 in Kentucky: died March 13, 1880 

mn Illinois. billiam Keathley born December 17, 1851 in Kentuckys died June 17, 1919 
n Illinois. Melissa Harriet born Januery 28, 1854 in Kentucky: died December 23, 
927 in Indiana. John Davis born September 11, 1857 in Kentucky: died June 26, 1930 
nillinois. James Robinson born November 20, 1860 in Illinois: died Jan. 7, 1941. 
amuel Joseph born May 13, 1863 in Illinois: died Feb. 14, 1876 in Illinois. 





‘he sixth child of Daniel and Annie Honn was Absalom Cart er who was born in Nicholas 
ounty, Kentucky, August 21, 1820. In 1841 he was married to Miranda Mohler, who was 
‘orn near Carlisle, Kentucky, January 25, 1822., and died October 18, 1908 near Hum- 
ioldt, Illinois. In 1858 he came to Illinois and settled near Westfield in Coles 
‘county on November llth. By honesty and industry he accumulated a considerable amount 
f property. He moved in November 1862 to Seven Hickory Tonwship where he lived 

mtil his death. He is spoken of as a very kindly man and good to everybody. He 

ied July 22, 1893. He was the father of twelve children only one of whom survives, 
bsalom Alexander. The children are as follows: 


© Mary Jane born June 5, 1844 in Kentucky: died January 3, 1908 in Illinois 





Peter Dudley 

Isaac Faroah born October 18, 1848 in Kentucky: died July 20, 1928 in Ill. 
John Daniel born April 5, 1850 in Kentucky: died December 11, 1914 in Ill. 
Andrew Alexander born February 12, 1852 in Kentucky 

Rettie born : died October 8, 1885 

Margaret born : died about 1883 
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cxlly born May 20, 1860 in Illinois: died May 23, 1883 in Illinois. 
_,eph Abraham born October 11, 1862 in Illinois: died Nove. 3, 1901 in Illinois. 
William Lee died in anfancy. fie died not named. 








The seventh child of Deniel and Annie Honn was Daniel William, born October 4, 1822, 
in Nicholas County, Kentucky. At the age of twenty-four he married Nancy £, Hook, on | 
August 26, 1846. She was born June 10, 1828 in Nicholas County, Kentucky: died | 
March 19, 1907, being seventy-eight years of age. He came to Illinois in 1858 and | 
settled in ee County, Ashmore Township. He first purchased one hundred and twenty 
acres of land to which he afterwards added forty-five. During the long period of 
his residence he fully established himself in the esteem and confidence of the people i 
of Coles County, and built up one of its most substantial homesteads. He officiated | 
as elder in the Prairie Union Church for a period of fourteen years and was always 
interested in Sunday-school work, giving it of his time as Superintendant for many 
years. He also held the office as Clerk. He died April 24, 1894, being seventy- 
two years of age. He was the father of twelve children, only two of whom survive, 
John Breckenridge and Jesse Albert. The children are as follows: 


=o 
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Clarinda Frances born June 26, 1848 in Kentucky: died Jan. 23, 1922 in Illinois 

Eliza Ann horm Oct. 6, 1848 in Kentucky: died June 13, 1889 in Illinois. 

Mary Elizabeth born June 25, 1851 in Kentucky: died Nove. 29, 1909 in Illinois. 

Miranda Ellen born Sept. 15, 1853 in Kentucky: died in 1902 in Illinois. 

John Breckenridge born May 28, 1856 in Kentucky. 

George David born July 13, 1858 in Kentucky: died Nove. 18, 1891 in Illinois. 

Andrew Jackson born April 16, 1860 in Illinois: died 1865 in Illinois. 

- Sarah Rosetta born Sept. 18, 1862 in Illinois: died October 12, 1863 in Illinois. i 
viel William Jr. born Sept.. 2, 18664 in Illinois. Died July 7, 1925 in Calif. =p 

matilda Margaret born May 16, 1866 in Illinois: died July 11, 1868 in Illinois. 

Jesse Albert’! born July 12, 1868 in Illinois. | 


The eigth child of Daniel and Annie Honn, Martha Jane, was born May 9, 1827 in 
Nicholas County, Kentucky. She married Abram J. Shulse on August 5, 1852 in Nicholas 
County, Kentucky. He was born October 17, 1827 and died March 8, 1894. They removed 
to Coles County, Illinois in November 1858 and the following spring settled in Ash- 
more Township. She was an invalid for many years and died January 2, 1890 at the age 
of sixty-three. There were no children, , 


The Coles County History of 1879 says: 'Mr. Shulse owns a fine farm improved with good 
buildings, shrubbery, orchards and miles of Osage Orange hedge, which in summer pre- 
sents a most beautiful appearance. It cooupies a commanding location, affording a 
fine view of the surrounding country." 


After Abram Shulse's death this farm was purchased by the compiler's father, James R. 
Honn, and he, with his family, have lived on it ever since. On Sept. 13, 1936 the 
first annual reunion of the Honn family was held at Kansas, Illinois. At this meeting 
the Historian read a brief history of the Honn family, and beginning with the first 

to imigrate to this country, gave the five generations that have passed on, namely 
Peter K. Hon-I, Peter K. Hon II, Isaac Hon, Daniel Hon and Sammel Vavis Hon; then 
called to the elsefoin: to eenrewent the sixth, seventh and eighth generation of this 
family, her father James Robinson Honn, her brother Cecil Zimmerman Honn, aie nephew 
John Cecil Honn. 





se the predominance of Bible names which in this line have continued to the present 
generation. 


The Coles County branch of the Honn family has had preachers of the Gospel in every 


generaltion except one, for eight generations. The "Christian Standard" in its Issue 
of April. 13. 1916. has onthe front nace an artints antitlad "NReetarati an Diansarc— 
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{t reads as follows: The Pioneer flame has ever borned high in the family of Hon 

(or Honn as the name is spelled today) for many generations. Comforts and indugences 
of material existance have ever been of slight worth in their eyes, compared to the 
development of sturdy mangood, of fear and reverence toward God and of devotion to 
the preaching of his word. The Revolutionary War had just begun when Peter Daniel 
Hon was born in a little Pennsylvania village. A short time before, some of the 
neighbors had followed Daniel Boone into the wilds of Kentucky, where they were the 
first settlers. When Peter was but a little fellow, his parents and their kinspeople 
made the perilous journey into that Indian-infested frontier-land. In this setting 
of rugged surroundings, Peter grew into manhood. His one book was the Bible and 

this he knew from cover to cover. Even before the Campbells began their work, he 
had declared that the Bible alone was his rule of faith and practice. For more than 
fifty years this sturdy pioneer served the same congregation in Kentucky without 
salary. The latter fact left him free for his missionary journesy. On horseback he 
would travel for weeks at a time, stopping at every settlement to preach the Gospel. 
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For years the name of 'Uncle Peter' was a household word in the homes of the brethren 
of the middle-west. There was always a royal welcome awaiting him when he rode up 

to a log house, took his well worn Bible from the saddlebags and came in enexpectedly 
to spend the night. He is remembered as a man of strong faith, enthusiasm for the 
plea, and of industry and sturdiness of purpose. (This man was a brother of our 
ancestor Daniel Hon). | 
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@iith the lives of George Huffstutter Hon, Ulrich Huffstutter Hon and Matthew Morgan . 
fron, the three preacher sons of John Hon of Bourboh County, Kentucky, the story of = 
the Hon family shifts to southern Indiana, where the family settled at Bradford in = 
about 1816, = 
George, the eldest, preached the Gospel in Indiana for more than forty years, devoting iz 


his entire life to the ministry. He was a magnetic speaker, always drawing large 
audiences, and was a close reasoner and skillful debater. He won many souls to the 
Kingdom. He died at Orleans, Indiana in 1874. Ulrich also preached for many years 
in the vicinity of Bradford. In later life he retireddfrom the ministry to ‘Keep 
Store's He was a man of exceptional energy and honesty, and as 'Souire Hon! was 
known and respected throughout the eountryside. He died at Bradford in 1875. 





Mathew Hon was a tentmaker. During the week he farmed and on Sundays he preached 

wherever he was needed. He was a remarkable Bible student. He had committed the 

Book to memory until, on hearing a verse repeated, he could place it correctly and 
recite the surrounding verses. His last utterance was 'I have always believed in 

the Lord’. 


Peter Keathley Honn, another of the Nicholas County, Kentucky Hons, was born in 1814. 
When twenty-two he moved to Hitesville, Illinois, where he combined the duties of 
blacksmith and preaching for many years. He served churches in Clark, Edgar and 
Coles counties, but never received a salary. At the time of his death, in 1893, a 
host of Brethren testified that through his preaching of the Word, they had been 
brought into the Kingdom. 


the three Honn preachers now at work among the Disciples of Christ, Daniel W. 
‘Honn is the senior. He was reared in a Christian Home near Kansas, Illinois. His 
father was Elder and practically founder of the old Prairie Union Church. At the 
age of seventeen he gave his heart to Christ and dedicated his life to the Ministry. E 
The next fall he entered Eureka College. He has scrved as Minister in churches at i 
Tuscola, Mt. Sterling, Eldora, New Hartford in Illinois; Morrocco and West Lebanon e 
in Indiana; and Modesto, Visalia, Sawtelle, Brea and West Side Los Angeles, Calif. 
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_ver ready to assist Churches in evangelistic work. (Compiler's note: He went to 
his reward July 7, 1925.). 





dents of Arcola, Illinois. The parents, in their zeal for the cause gave a large 


W. Percy and Robert Arthur Honn are sons of Andrew, A. Honn and wife, pioneer resi- f 
lot from the corner of the farm and also of their means for the erection and main- { 
i 


tenance of a house of worship, for the community. (Compiler's note: This church is I 
called ‘Walnut Grove') Here the “ord was studied and fully obeyed by their children. p 
The passion for soul saving became intense in the hearts of the two brothers. In 
1913 both graduated from Johnson Bible College. a 
t 
W. Percy Honn has made his specialty the reviving of abandoned churches in the vil- 0 
lages near his boyhood home. Already he has seen two congretations revived. At the b 
beginning of 1915 he took work at Farmer City, Illinois. Here the church has grown 
to a membership of well over four hundred under his leadership. N 
al 

Robert Arthur Honn has served the churches at Johnson City, Tllineis, Maryville, 
Tennessee and California and Pennsylvania. He has been exceptionally successful in 1 
bringing men and women to accept Christ. He is a credit to the heritage which is his C: 
from his pioneer ancestry, eni to the brotherhood with which the Hon family has Mi 
always been so closely identified." ! Ki 


The foregoing article does not include the name of Andrew Lee Honn, another preacher 
son of Andrew A. Honn, who graduated from Illinois Wesleyan University and became an 
ordained minister in the Methodist Episcopal church; he served as Chaplain during the 
Jorld War and has since served many churches throughout this section of Illinois. 


A. Burton Clark, a grandson of Andrew A. Honn, is continuing the line of preachers 
in the Honn family by becoming an ordained minister in the Christian Church. He 
continues to serve with credit to the Honn name, churches in the state of Iiiinois, 
being located at present at the church in West Frankfort. 





Reference was made in the history quoted from the "Christian Standard" to the Prairie Ma 
Union Church. This church was founded by the Honns who settled in the southeast Re 
corer of Qakland Township and the northeast corner of Ashmore Township in Coles 

County, Illinois. The church was located a short distance west of the old Samuel 

Davis Honn homestead in Oakland township. The old building still stands, although 


it has not been used for church ‘services for séme time. The "Coles County History ts 
of 1879 gives the following record of the church; "Prairie Union Church was organ- P] 
ized in the neighborhood schoolhouse, March 1, 1871 with thirty-two members. The 

three Elders were Samiel Davis Honn, Daniel William Honn and Abram Shulse. The Pr 
first preacher was Columbis Boyer. The church, built and dedicated the same year 23 
the society was organized, 1871, and cost one thousand eight hundred and thirty dol- 


lars, not including the lot on which it stands. The lot was a part of the Eli 
Mills farm. Previous to the erection of the church the people of the neighborbood 
attended divine worship in the village of Kansas and at the Methodist church in the 
neighborhood called Prairie Chapel; also in the neighborbood school house which was 
located just across the road from where the church now stands. 


It has been said that the doctor is as much or more a public servant than the preacher. 
He this as it may, it is well that those of the Eonn family who have spent their lives 
in such self sacrificing professions have a place in the annals of this history. ‘50 
far the compiler knows only two have followed this profession. Both were distinguish- 
ed looking men, and very successful in the practice of medicine. 





Dr. Samuel Henry Honn, son of the pioneer Peter Keathley Honn was born in Ashmore 
Township, Coles County, Illinois, March 23, 1853 and died at Metcalf, Illinois, Jan- 
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nducted a drugstore until his death. 
Dr. William Milton Honn, the son of Isaac and Comelia Hannezh (Wright) 


jthe grandson of the pioneer Absalom Carter Hon, Illinois, 
gNovember 15, 1873, and died at Champaign, Illinois, May 7, 1938. 


4 





Honn, and 
was born near Hindsboro, 


In an early day our forefathers came to this section of Illinois and endured the 
}privations and untold hardships of pioneer life, in order that their children might 
have a chance to live a more satifsying life. Their hopes and visions included not 
galone material prosperity for them, but a plan for spiritual living, evidenced by 

the building of the churches and maintaining of Divine worship in their midst, in 

order that religious influences might surround and uplift them. They builded a 
bridge for us. 3 


Note: The little book ends by quoting the poem, "The Builder", which I will not 
add to this script, as you are no doubt familiar with it. 


Compiler: 
amie Honn 
Kansas, Illinois 
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MISCELLANEOUS HON RESEARCH NOTES 


Rourbon County formed from Favette County in 1785 
Clark County formed from Bourbon end Fayette Counties in 1792 
Nicholas County formed from Bourbon and Mason Counties in 1799 


Bourbon County, Kentucky 1810, Page 7) 


JONAS HONN: 1m16-26/1mover lS----- 1f10-16/1f16-26 

Bee ON ai 8 a ces ees i" 

JOHN HONN: 2munder 10/1m24-);5----1f wmder 10/ 1f26-)5 

JACOB HONN: 3m under 10/1m26-))5---3f under 10/ 1f16%26 

PETER BONS TGs 26 dec nbnnes 1f " / 1f16-26 (plus 1 slave) (in 

ae 

Page 30-Nicholas Co. (“entucky) Wills, Annie Walker Burns, 1936 4°” 

Will dated (or proved) 5/8/1838: Wife Mary, children mentioned but names 
not given. Executors: Thomas coons, Elijah Coons. Witnesses: Manley 
Harden, Elijah Coons, Thomas Coons 


Sallie (Sarah) J. Hon b. Apr. 17, 1849, daughter of Matthew Morgan Hon 
and granddaughter of John Hon and Ruth Huffstutter (Hostettler?), Married 
James H. Wright and had three children: a daughter (deceased), Harris 
Wright (deceased) end Bertie Hon Wright Anderson (who lived 870 Bell 
Ave., Bell Calif. in 1963) 


Clyde M. Hon, 213 Crater Lake Ave, Medford, Oregon, is the son of Benton 
Hon who is brother to the above Sallie Hon Wright. 


Children of John Monroe Hon and Maggie Kay. John Monroe Eon is the son of 
George W. Hon and the grandson of Mathew M. Hon and Malinda Trowbridge: 

1. Bertha Hon b. Oct. 22, 1884, 2, Ella Hon and g. Ethel Hon (tins) b. 
Merch 16, 1887. 


"hite Co., Illinois, 1860, Vol.l2 Begins page 317. Page 352: 
#287 Yerwis Honn 32 farmer bornIll. 3,000R.E. 
" 


Mery 27 

Edward 9 " 
Ler oy 5 it 
Emmz2 hi " 
John 2 it 


From Nicholas Co., Wills (Kentucky) Annie Welker Burns, 1936 

Pare ¢2 - Deniel How: Date of will 3/15/l162t%.. Wife, Anny. Children: Heze- 
kieh Blount For, Sémiel Davis How, Alesom Certer How (this is Absolen) 
and Daniel William How and one yet unborn. Executors: Jacob Baker, 
Hezekiah Eow. Witnesses: James Fuitt and Peter How. 


1850 Census, Coles County, Hitesville Precinct, Ill. p. 1124, lines 19-2) 
Peter K, Hon 35 Kentucky 


@ Matilda 3h Kentucky 
WS “lilliam S. 12 Illinois 
Earthe Ay 7 "1 


reter HE, '" 


3 
Seren Ey 1 " 





HISTORY OF BOURBON, SCOTT, HARRISON AND NICHCLAS COUNTIES, KENTUCKY, 1852 


Fast Union is located at the S.1’. part of the (Union) precinct on the 
Moorefield and E2st Union Pike. The Church is of the Christian denom- 
ination, it is a frame building amd cost about $2,500 and has a large 
flourishing congregation. The Dunkards had a Church composed of three 
families wno came from the Carolinas named Hahn, Schultz, and Accerman - 
Peter Hahn officiating as pastor, 2nd under whose ministrations the 
Church prospered, having at one time about 400 members. They built a 
log Church, which has moldered into decay and stood near where now 
stands the Christian Church. 


The Church of the Brethren originated in Schwarzenau, Germany in 1708. 
The first Brethren came to this country in 1719. Prior to 1905, the 
dendminztion was known as the German Baptist Brethren. 


A George Friedrich Hohn came to America in 1749 on the ship Fane. In 
1790 there was a John Hohn head of a family in yancaster County, Penn. 
A William & a John Honn in Chester County, Penn. 


From War Dept. Adj. General's office: "The name of John Hon has not been 
found on the records on fine in this office of soldiers in the Rev. ‘War. 
from Penn. The collection of Rev. ‘lar records is far from complete." 


Information found in the Newberry Library of Chicago: 


Ship sailings - Names dates 
Rotterd=m Michael Hohn 1739 
Samel Johanes Hohn 
Peter PhilZippve FEchn 
Friendship Peter Eonn 17h 
Johannes Peter Honn 1753 
Johan Christian Honn 175h 


Inf-rmetion found from the Stete Library, Herrisburg, Pennsylvania: 


Georze Friedrich Hohn came to ‘merice in 179 on the ship "Faye. ..nere 

was 2 d-~hn Hon servec in the London-8rittain Township Company, Chester Co., 
Milite, War of tne Revolution. - Ref. Penn. Archives, 5th series, vol Syrpes Sed, 
There vere severel mer nemed Hon-Hone who sew service in the War. cf Rev. 

John Honn (Hein, Hohn) was a resident of LonEon-Britain Twp, Chester Co., in 
1779. He owned over 200 2cres of land. His name eppears upon tne tax lisis ; 
af 1781, Sut not upon our next tax lists which are 1785. It is probable 4 
he died between the given dstes. An examination of the court records at a 
“eet Chester, Chester Co., probably will indicate if he Gied or scld his | 
propert-. In case of desth in Chester Co., the names of his children should 
appe2zr in the settlement of his estate, There was 2 John Honn living 
‘in-Danezal Twp, Lancester Co., and amm by the seme name in Northampton 
County. 





From the History of White County, Illinois. "A young man, @ Hon, who 

lived in Phillipstown came to town (Croesville?), he stayed at Mrs, Burnell's 
house for the night: he died of cholera 10 hours later. He was nursed by 

his sisters, Mrs. Ray end Miss Hon and by his brother. Tow deys after he 
died Sus. 9th, 1873, Mrs. Ray died (could be dates they became ill, nov died). 
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August 12th the brother became sick but recovered. August 15th Miss Honn 
became ill-and died. (note from Nancy Hon WesterfielB: ."I think the Mrs. 
Rav was Sarah Hon; I remember seeing Sarah Ray's stone in the Little 
“Vabash Cemetery near the Hon's. iIdidn't copy it because I didn't think 
there was any connection. The Hon ena Sell families are buried next to 
ecch other in Phillipstow.) 


From Ardery, Kentucky Court and other Records, Vol. I, page 82 
Will of Joseph Hon (Montgomery County, Kentucky) Will book C, page 95 


Those namea@: daughter- Katherine Farris Written Jan. 10, 1825 
i! ~. Poliy 6ip Proved July court, 1825 
o - Margot Miller 
son - Joseph Hon 


wife - Mary Hon 


From Periodical “Ohio, the Cross Roads of Our Nation, Records & Pioneer 
Families" First issue, Jen-Mar. 1960, Vol. Lb. No. l. 
Published by Esther Weygandt Powell, 36 N. Highland St., 
Akron 8, Chio ($5.00 per year) 

"Columbiana: County, Chio, 1803 - Certification of John Hahn to Adam Hahn, 
Frederick, Maryland, 15 June, 1803: Justice of Peace, John Wampler, 
reouested to go to Westmoreland end get Sarah Corbin, age 6, who was 
in the care of John Hahn. She had accompanied his brother, Adam Hahn, 
to Chio, but Ohio laws would not allow him to keep her. She was not 
at the John Langdon home. Signed William Ritchie, Clerk of Courts, 

Frederick, Maryland 


Film 5058 F. Pa. 15 Col. of Church, Town and F.mily Records - Passengers on 
Ships from Port of London. From 2li-31, Mey 177: "Reg. of the Redemptions - 
1785-180, J-han—Jacob Hon, gge 60.(p2ze 60 or mimber 60). 

Sd ink 
Index of Will N. Jersev 180-30: Jacob Hon, Salem, tma. 1812. 


Dawelt Hon: born Columbia County, Penn. died and buried Hifflinville, Fenn. 
hed a dsughter Mary who married Abrzham Hess. Mary born 178h, died Mar, 
12, 1871. Abraham born Dec. 10, 1781, died Jan. 2, 1851, Abraham son 
of Jeremiah Hess who died Feb, 12, 1877. Frana mey have been wife of 
Dawalt Hon, also buried in Mifflinville, Pem. 
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HON Graveyard, State route 15, then ae 613, Powell Co., Kentucky 
oar eM of aad River 


JOSEPH. HORNE, SR. Pve. Va. Militia, Rev. War. 
Same stone: Father - Joseph H. Hon born July 29, 1830; died Feb. 27, 1891 
Mother - Malinda Hon born Dec. 10, 1830; died Aug. 29, 1913 
ade Hon: March 20, 1873 - Sept. 2, 1916 
VWibliem Ceve, Pvt. Wynd? Line, Rev. cr ar, 1719-1839 — 





Records 1944-5 Hon Family, pages 25-6, 27-9 © 
William Harrison Cave b. 1719, d. 1839, Montgomery Co., Ky, bur. Hon Cem, 
Powell Co. ’ KV e 
Ch: Ellenor (Nellie) Cave b. 3/30/1789, Carolinas 
m. Joseph Hon, Jr. son of Joseph Hon and Mary Nodler e 
Joseph Hon, Sr. b. Pennsylvania, d. Montgomery Co., Ky 1/ 1 1835 
“ “ms Mary Nodler 


ae: Shape 


| From Valter J. Hon, Mt. Sterling, Ky, Jan. hy, 196k: 


% 
dr 


ec . ‘hive some news for you. Joseph Hon and Mary Nodler Hon, the Senior, 


str 


Mary died 9/20/183: & J oseph. 1/1/1835..He is.our line. They lived in 


: 
: 
i 


Kentucky before 1800, Néver settled in Ohio - just stopped for awhile. 
Joseph Hon, Jr. b. 5/8/177h d. 6/8/1859 & Nellie Ellinor Cave b. 3/30/ 


; —— ‘ae en 
Naan 


hae Jone We Hot S !, /20/1800, a. 8/11/1882 & Castria Hanks b. 12/23/1802 
d. 2/21/1883. He is a brother to Isaac, William and Moses. [I got these 
dates and names out of his old bible of 1818 printing. His wife was a 
Sister of Isaac and Moses wives. 


Nenev — b. 11/23/1783, d. 8/2/1829, Samel Hanks b. 2/5/1789 - a. 
9/18/1829, Tney hed Josephine M. Megowen & James M. Magowen ( adopted 
ie lesen). I think John M. Macoven wes their feather b. 10/28/1805. I 
thirk Acland Hanks died 9/5/1835 was 2 brother of Samuel amd an Uncle 
to the three Henks sisters. 


Heve vou ever found anything on “illiam Hon, my Great Grandfather: I 
know less of him then of any of them. John, Moses Jasper, are the other 
ones I do not have anything on - mv grendfather's brothers. Who did you 


get the one from about Isaac D. Hon and leter Mh. Hon? Could you give me 


their sddresses? Most of them went to Missouri and Kens2s at first, then 
to Towa. During the ist world war @ maj-r told me he kmew a lot of "Hons 


in that state. 


In the letter -bout Peter M. Hon 2t the bottom of the page (and Joseph 
Fon, Jonas Hon could heve been 2n uncle to Joseph, Jr. and brother to 
Joseph, Sr. but this P. M. Hon's father was William and his mother a 
Dernell. I remember the Stewarts coming here to visit us once. Her 
name was Mollie, 2 sister to Ella). (Note: Walter Hon is referring to 
the old letter you sent me written by P. M. Hon about ee & his” 
mother being captured by Indians). 
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One Thing I do know - our Joseph is not Mamie Hon's Joseph because 
‘Joseph Jr. and his mother (and one sister) were captured by Indians 
and held by them for 6 vears before Joseph Sr. found them and bought 
Joseph and his mother back. The sister strayed from the camp and 
= man from New York found her. She remembered where whe wes from 
and came back on @ visit once. She was adopted by this man. His. 
name wes Fry 2nd he was very rich. He did not have ény other children. 
Joseph Sr. moved to the upper part of Montgomery county to keep the 
Indians from finding him. The Angier! s name was Kitty Fry. She 
came back after she wes married. . 


There is not anv dates on Joseph Hon's grave marker. He could have 

been brrn in 172 and died in 1835. My father said had 3 grandfathers 

wio lived to be in their 90s. That would heve made him 93. (Cn 

Peter Hon's grave marker b. 1791 - d. 3/21/1875 and also the Hon 

graveyard in Powell Co., Ky. Alvin Hon b. 3/20/1873 - d. 9/2/1916... 

Yes, Peter was a son of Isaac. Isaac was a son of Peter Keathley Hon. 
--=-- Walter J. Hon 


‘manda Hon & Benjamin Jefferson Willoughby had dm, Sally Ellen Willoughby 
by Bee. 20, 1655 


Samiel Hanks was b. Feo. 5, 1780 end d. Sept. 18, 1829 

Nancy Hanks was b. Nov. 23, 1873 and d. Aug. 2, 1829 
Thev were parents of the three Yanks sisters who married the three 
Eon brothers. 


Powell Countir. 





Dr. Nok2 ®. Yon is a descendent of Moses Hon, son of Joseph P. Hon. 

Samiel & Nencv Hanks hed Josephine M. liszgowen ond James M, Mazgowan - 
adopted children. dJohnn B, Mazowan wes probably their father, born 
Net. 29, 1805. I think Acland Eenks died Sept. 5, 1835 - ea 2 
brother to Samuel end uncle to the three Hanks sisters. 


Semes M, Hon b. June 2, 183h, d. July 2, 1891 m. 1855 Elizabeth Jackson 
by Marth 3, Iby6, @.: dee. 13, 1936 


Cer: Hon be 1806, d. 1829 
John &£, Hon - son of William F. Eon 


1650 Soundex census of Missouri: Platte County Census of 1680 - Carroll 
Townsnip. Vol. 23, E.G. 92, Sheet 11, Line 19 


f£lmanz2 Hon be Ry 
trmilda 2 Ky 
Eliz 2beth i Mo 
Arrminta 8 Mo 
Ennés Le Mo 
Lee 3 Mo. 
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Sectland Co., Missouri, 1850 
Isasc D. Hon, age 26, Farmer. R.E. $100 b. Ky./ Nancy, 21/ Sarah I., 5/ 
and Aliyn (25 Anni b. K:r. (Darniel elso on this pege) 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Po Aprii Ss, 1e7 


Dear relative it is with mich pleasure f shall write a few lines to you 
and give you = few items in regard to myself 2nd m people. My grand- 
father was from Pencilvaniz to Ohio from there to Ky., My old mother 

“ state. His hame was Joseph Hon, he and his mother was captured by ~— , 
the Indens wnen he was 6 years old and held as presners 6 year when 
his father found them and bought them of the inden cheif he was living | 
in Montgomry Co when I left Ky year 9 moved northeest Mo. I remember > 
- seeing a sword he caried during the revolutionary ware but I do not. 
remember what office held by him. 


My fathers name was William Hon my mother a Darneel her father moved 

to Mo. long before I did I left a large train of connecion on Redriver 
and I have no knowlege of them now I was in Montgomery Co. Aug. the 

27, 1827 old uncle Peter Hon named mee I have heard him preach often 

and his son George (mistake. George referred to here was our uncle, 
brother to our father, George H. Hon buried at Orleans, Ind. Will.) and 
old brother dota came once end awhile my father and unckle Peter was 
second cousens 2s I remember. I lived there until 6 years ago my health 
g xt so bad I quit the f2rm and try some thing else I was 2 volunteer 
under Calgreen of north Mo. and the year of 61 TI had a one ounce ball 
shot throu my right lunt wich disabled mee from amost any thing I have 
no use of my right arm mich and about 16 years ago I was trying to 
make = hand at hard work and became over heat and inconouence I lost | 
parcily my eye sight. I have veen «gent for the sale of books and ebums_ | 
also house furnishing goods of every discription. My heslth being vad 
I h2ve not done mich this winter 2s I can not see to reed or write but 

a little while at a time you will please excuse my bed writen leter 

hoping it m@y reach you in the enjovament of good health and prosperity 

tT am as ever yours, P. MN. Hon 


(Jonas Hon) our g.g.fsther w2s an uncle to this Peter M. Hon's grandfather 
(Joseph), Fought and shot and wounded in reble ermy. (In ancther hend 
vriting is this note: The =bove is wrong. Jonas, my great grandfather 

and Josenh this P. Mi. Hon's father were brothers. See stetemént from 

“ar Record) 
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This little letter eacccrmenied the one written by P. M. Hon anc is 
written bx his daughter Ella: 


Desr Cousin: I thought as Paps was writing, I would pen a few lines, 
elthovich you sre > stranger to me we are glad to hear from you. Am 
glad. vou have met Mr. & Mrs. Stewart and will go to see them often. I 
am 1 vears old the voungest in our family. I belong to the Church of 
Christ. My health is not good enough to go to scnool et present. I 
thank I shall go -fter Easter, ‘lso J am a Cleveland girl too. Will 
be glad ae you ta make us @ visit. The weather is ouite changeable 
here in this cit-. I will chose hoping that when these fev lines ! 
re-cnes its “Qustdriation the: moy find vou enjoying the best of health. i 
- RSA 8 Dver sou tries cousin, Eile Eon : 














"Campiled Service records of Confederate Spidiers who served in 

Creenizations from the State of Kentucky" (microfilm) 

1. Joseph Hon, Co. E., 2nd Battalion, Kentucky Mounted Rifles, Pvt. 
Jnseph wes listed as a Pvt. Co., A. Hawkins Legions on Muster 
roll, He enlisted Sept. h, 1862, Powell Co., Ky. for three years. 
Captured by the enemy Dec. 25, 1862 | 
General information about Co. E, 2nd Battalion, Ky. Mounted Rifles 
taken from muster rolls and records: In fighting with Home Guard,ca. 
Nov. 30, 1862: Killed 30 and took 40 prisoners. Une member of Co. 
was shot by enemy in retaliation for the death of a notorious 
leader of the Home Guard. This co. was also on detached service 
with Gen. Morgan during the passage of Gen. Geo. Mergan from Cum- 
berland Gap through Kentucky, losing four men by capture and having 
) horses shot. The Scouting for Gen. Morgan was done exclusively 
by this company. Station Nov. 1862, Camp Ross, Tenn. Nov. 1862 to 
Feb, 1863, Camp Bynan, Tenn. Co. E. was formerly Co. A., Hawkins 
Legion. Nov. 1862, Camp Nash, Scott Co., Va. Engaged in fighting 
Home Guards in Kentucky. Met at Sproat Springs, Estill Co., Kentucky 
on Sept. 1s, 1860 - had force of 22 men. Repuleed them, killing 6 
of them. Jan. 1863. "We have been out in the mountains of Kentucky 
the most of the winter." 

2, Joseph Horria Hon, Co., C., 5th Kentucky, Mtd. Inf., Pvt. Elisted 
Oct. 26, 1861, Prestonburg, Kentucky. Muster Rolls: Dec. 31, 1861 to 
Apr. 30, 1842 - "Deserted"; Jan. 1863 "Prisoner of War taken at 
Powell Co., Kentucky. S€nt to Vicksburg". Paroled at Camp Douglas, 
Ill. March 30, 1863 and delivered at City Point, Va. April 4, -1863. 

_ Captured at Red River, Ky, Dec. 26, 1862.( Name written Joseph H. 
Horn at times. He was on roll of Confederate Prisoners sent by — 
Provost Marshall of Lexington Ky to Vicksburg, Miss for exchange Jan. 
2, 1843. Also with the above inf: James Hon, Pvt, Co., He, 5 Reg. 
Capt, Hawkin's Co., Ky. Inf. Muster roll dated at Sadleville, Kye, 
Oct. 22, 1862. "James was transferred from Co., 1, S Kty. Regt.,1862." 

_ Richard M. Hon, Co., Ty 5 Kty. Mtd. Inf., Pvt. (Criginal filed under 
H-rn). Muster Roll Dec. 31, 1861 to Sept. 30, 1862. "Enlisted at 
Moccasin, Scott Co., Va." Sick in Hospital av Hoston Springs. 
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Milford Hon, son of William Merion Hon, grandson of William Hon and 
_ Darnell (Darneille), had 2 daughters. 
AK. Myrtle Hon m. Warne Coldiron, 1915, Menifee Co, Ky. 
B. Os2 Hon m. Oscar Cornwell, 1922 


According to Mattie (Hon) Butler, daughter of Edwerd Hon and grand- 
daughter of William Merion Hon and Are Ballard, Edwerd Hon wes the 
vyouncest of seven children, demes Walter Hon "looked up" the Hon 
family History. His son Welter James Hon, RoR. 1, Nt. Sterling, Ky. 
‘now hes this family history. At the time Edward Hon was in the Odd- 
fellows Nursing Home there was a Gertrude Hon there. Gertrude and 
Edvard found out that they were cousins - Gertrude and her family 
lived at Platte City, Missouri 


1915 Census, Montgomery County, Ky, 209 Market Street, Red Oak, Ward One: 
T.C. Hon, 9m b. Iowa, Laborey father b. Ky, Mother b. Towa/ Annie LOf, 
b. Mo. fether b. Ky, mother b. Kan./ James 20m b. Ho. (lived 13 yrs. 
in I-wa)i::F. E. Eon, 27m b. mo, f.b.la, mb. Mo. Salesman/ Mattie 
i. t. 1a. f.b.Mo, Ned. Chico (methodist)/ Marjorie, if. De Ta, (IZ 
~e=rs in Iowa) | 





